
What is Easter? 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 The poem that begins this article is actually a benediction I found in one of 
the resources I regularly use to write the order of worship for Sunday.  I used it here 
because it works equally well as a poetic voice describing the varied ways in which 
we may experience Easter—it does not have to be just one way or one emotion; it 
can be as varied as the human heart can imagine.   
   My favorite part of the poem is that is asks the question:  

What is Easter?   
  What is it to you?  What can it be—to you and to our church?   
  Mostly, what Easter says to us is that “death is not the end”—
but what does that mean, really?  
  When we hear or read that phrase, we do, of course remember 
Jesus.  Remembering, we may conjure the many depictions we have 
seen over the years of an empty tomb.  Most such paintings are washed 
in light and feature a heavy stone rolled to one side by an unearthly 
strength to reveal a new kind of hope.   
  Yet it must also be remembered that Christ rose to a new kind 
of life, too.  Although he would continue to meet his disciples before he 
ascended to heaven—in the Upper Room, in Galilee, on the Road to 
Emmaus, on the beach by the Sea of Tiberias—in all these meetings, 
Christ’s body was still marked by his ordeal.  His hands and his side 
still bore the wounds he had suffered.   
  Death was not the end, but the resurrection did not cause him 
or the disciples to forget what had brought about his death.  Death was 
still in the world, but from now on, so was God’s definitive response to 
death: a love that does not die, a love that will not be denied…not even 
by violence and murder.   
  From that moment on, what God said, and continues to say to 
the world, is that God’s love will not be stopped.  Somehow, in some 
form love will persist, love will continue to make its way in the world, 
in our lives.  What God said, and continues to say, is that love will not 
seek vengeance for the atrocity of Christ’s crucifixion.   
(cont’d on Pg. 2 - What is Easter)
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What is Easter? 
Easter is a sigh of relief,  

and a jangling bell,  

and an empty chrysalis,  

and a shocking bloom of color 
on a winter landscape,  

and a chorus of hallelujahs you 
can’t help but stand to hear,  

and a gaping empty tomb,  

and a Savior on the loose,  

and an incomprehensible hope 
that death is not the end. 

Go out into the world to live as 
Easter people! 

He is Risen! 

Homiletics Online, Resources for Worship 
Copyright 1983-2023 by Communication 

Resources, Inc. All rights reserved.  
Used with permission.



What: Sushi Making Workshop 
When: Saturday, March 9, 2024   
Start at 9:00am and light lunch to 

follow 
Where: Kosasa Hall 
Come and join Helen and Mabel as they will 
demonstrate and teach you how to make a maki 
sushi and Nuuanu Congregational Church’s 
famous spam musubi.  Please sign up to help us 
prepare for the sushi supplies and the light lunch.  
Sign-up sheet will be on the Friendship Lanai 
after worship. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 Otherwise known as OGHS, this is part of 
Our Churches Wider Mission, which is the 
special mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ that carries God’s message of love and 
hope to people in crisis. The UCC works with 
international partners to provide sources of clean 
water, food, education and health care, small 
business micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement 
for refugees and displaced persons, and 
emergency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also 
supports domestic and international ministries for 
disaster preparedness and response.   
 This offering will be taken on March 10.  
The envelope is included will this Caller. 

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 
After Easter Sunday worship, the Sunday School 
Children along with family and friends will be 
able to participate in the annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on the lawn around the sanctuary.  Please bring 
your easter basket to gather your eggs. 

What is Easter 
Continued from Pg. 1 

Rather, love will seek to comfort the 
bereft and the grieving.  Love will bring hope and 
breath to the body and spirit—enough even to 
live and to love, to minister and to embrace.   
 Love will continue to walk through the 
world gathering those who will draw close to see 
what hate has done, and the way in which God 
will answer with new life, and the strength  
to live it.   

As we, as a congregation, make our way 
toward Easter on March 31st, I pray that we will 
welcome this new life and new strength that is 
offered to us.  I pray we will rejoice in the varied 
ways in which we live this life—through Christ 
inspired ministries of compassion and caring.  
Most of all, I pray it will give us all the deep and 
lasting conviction to find even more ways to 
spread God’s love, and to say as one voice: 
Christ Is Risen!  He Is Risen, Indeed! 

Grace and Peace, 
Jeannie
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)



Celebrate the 10th Annual Green Day  
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church 

2651 Pali Highway 
April 20, 2024 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

The mission of the Ulu Wai Ministry is to care for God’s creation through our overflowing love.  We do 
God’s work through an overflow of love and care for the hungry and needy, for the earth, for our 
community, and for the next generation.  We host a Green Day event annually to promote sustainability 
through worm composting, recycling and educational programs on how to live green. 

Global Preservation Initiative a nonprofit organization who focuses on removing litter from our 
environment and empowering volunteers to become stewards of their communities will be at our Green 
Day event to share about their work.  Please stop by their table to learn more about current 
environmental challenges and how we can build awareness around the proactive solutions to these 
issues. 

We will also have eWaste Recycling pickup from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.  
Acceptable Items:  

•Computers, printers, scanner 
•TVs  
•HI-5 beverage containers 
•Batteries-auto & lead acid only  
•Canned good 
•Gently used clothing ONLY 
•Used eye glasses and hearing aids 
•Diapers and wipes for kupuna 
•For pets- towels, blankets, food 
•Free towing of unwanted cars, call 808.291.6151 

Do not accept: 
Metal, Tires, Paint, Cooking oil, Motor Oil, Ink cartridges, Toners, Hazardous fluids, and Wood. 

Don’t forgot our eco-friendly, waterless car wash will be available for $10, with 
manpower provided by the boy scouts of Troop 201.  Waterless carwash is from 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm. on Green Day.   

In addition to the waterless carwash, we will have worm composting demonstrations 
and worms/compost for sale.  Lots of plants such as Apple banana, Hawaiian chili pepper and herbs, 
orchids and succulents for sale.  Craft items such as Koa plant holders, beautiful custom made notecards, 
and Nuuanu Cookbooks.  We will also have a rummage sale of household items.  

Come early to purchase sushi and/or spam musubi; lemonade or jujube tea!
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

We have received two new requests for prayers 
for health reasons.  Please pray for 
Mike Chung and Susan Hirano. 

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Linda Mau, Kimiko Bristow-
Canfield, Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, 
Preston Iha, Craig Oshiro, Matthew Stucke, 
Lurline Matsumoto (sister of Masa Taba), Rick 
Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay Matsuura (Friend of 
Clifford Lum), Barbara Pierce, Ray Miyamoto, 
Cindy Taketa.

Prayer Corner 
By Mae Au 

"Remember how He told you, while He was still 
with you in Galillee:  "The Son of Man must be 

delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.” 

Luke 24:6-7 

Perfect, loving, and eternal God: 
Thank you for the supreme sacrifice of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, for the sins of humanity.   

We are ever grateful for Christ's resurrection 
and ascension into Heaven.  Heavenly Father,  

as we approach the glory of Easter, 
grant that we may die from sin so we may live 

with Christ in everlasting life.  Amen.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members 
or friends.  Please inform the Ohana Ministry 
coordinators if you want your name included 

or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

In Memory of 
Fran Miyamoto IMO Howard & Alice Ishihara 
Shirley Yamamoto IMO Lefty Yatsuoka 

Birthday 
Howard Mau 
Jo-Ann Bristow

A Note of Gratitude 
The Ohana Ministry acknowledges and thanks 
Mary Ann Saito for her sincere dedication and 
commitment to the monthly preparation of the 
Prayer Corner for the Ohana Ministry for more 
than 5 years.  Although the Prayer Corner will 
from now on be prepared by others, Mary Ann 
will continue with multiple responsibilities for 
the Ohana Ministry.  Please lift up a prayer of 

gratitude for Mary Ann.



2024 Altar Flower Donations 
     2024 Altar Flower Sign-up sheet is up.  If there any 
dates you want to sign up for ahead of time.  Please email 
the office nuuanucongregational@gmail.com 
 Please have Altar Flowers delivered on Fridays, between 

8 am and 4 pm or Sunday mornings at 8:30 am.  There will not be 
anyone working on Saturday’s until further notice. 

Can You Bring A Can -  
For The Hawaii Foodbank? 
 The last Sunday of each month is Missions Sunday. 
Please bring a canned good or other non-perishable 
food on that day.  Boxes will be available to collect 
them.  All gifts will be taken to the Hawai‘i 

Foodbank. 
 The Hawai’i Foodbank will not accept homemade or what 
looks like homemade items without the ingredients listed.  If they 
don’t have the ingredients listed, they items will be discarded. 

There’s a Donations Guideline in the office if you need 
a copy! 

Conversation and Tea 
 This event on Thursday mornings are on hold 
until Further notice.  Updates will be in the weekly 
news and the next Caller issue. 
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Invitation  
to Bible Study 

Anyone who is wanting to 
join the bible study group is 

more than welcome to.   
        

Pastor Jeannie will be having 
the Bible Study via zoom.  
Please let Pastor Jeannie 
know if you would like to 

join the group. 

The In-Person Bible Study 
is back on! 
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Please bring your HI-5 
items any day in March. 

 Leave them outside the 
recycling shed behind 

Kibo Kan.  Please help the 
scouts by removing caps 
from bottles, rinsing and 

making sure the containers 
are clean and empty.  Keep 
labels on.  Only HI-5 items 

are accepted.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
 The collection date is the for 

March 31, 2024.   
We collected 150 pounds of 

food in February.



March 3 (Beautiful Law): Ex 20:1-17 • Ps 19 • 1 Cor 1:18-25 • John 2:13-22 

March 10 (No Matter What): Num 21:4-9 • Ps 107:1-3, 17-22 • Eph 2:1-10 • John 3:14-21 

March 17 (Deep in Our Hearts): Jer 31:31-34 • Ps 51:1-12 or Ps 119:9-16 • Her 5:5-10 • John 12:20-33 

March 24 (Into Jerusalem): (Liturgy of the Psalms) Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 • Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16  
(Liturgy of the Passion) Isa 50:4-9a • Ps 31:9-16 • Phil 2:5-11 • Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39, (40-47) 

March 31 (Now What?): Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 25:6-9 • Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 • 1 Cor 15:1-11 or  
Acts 10:34-43 • John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 
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