
O God of Zarephath 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 Faith, Hope & Mission.  
We have been talking about 
these three things a lot lately.  
Actually, we always talk about 
faith, hope, and mission at 
church  Lately, though, we have 
been talking about what this 

means in reference to our capital campaign.   
What I would like to say about the campaign is 

this: the effort we are making together is all about the 
future.  It is all about God’s mission: to be a loving 
presence in the community, showing God through acts 
of grace and compassion. 

Thus, I would like to offer you this poem by 
Kenneth L. Sehested who writes about hope and faith.  
I like the poem because Sehested does not come to 
hope without thought and trial.  He does not gloss over 
the harder aspects of life.   

Rather, he talks about a kind of hope that exists 
in a world where life is not all rainbows and flowers.  
For  Sehested, life includes “storms and strains [that] 
often surround us and those we love.” 

Inspired by a passage from 1 Kings 17:8-16, 
Sehested calls to God who sent Elijah to a place called 
Zarephath where a poor widow fed him during a 
famine from a vessel of meal that never emptied, so 
long as she was in need.   

Historically, Zarephath was also known as a 
place of refinement; that is, a place where iron was 
smelted; a place of purification with fire; a place of 
trial.   

             (cont’d on page 2 - Zarephath
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Elijah and the widow 
In the Land of the Living by Kenneth L. Sehested 

It’s with careless ease that we say, 
 Bless God, for all life is good,  
when the sun shines during our outings,  
when no strain threatens our budget. 

It’s easy, when life is blessed with children  
and our ancient ones live long and die in peace. 

It takes little faith to acknowledge God’s goodness  
when terror remains at a distance. 

It’s easy, when health is secure  
and the future holds promise. 

But life is not always and everywhere good. 
Storms and strains often surround us  
and those we love. 

Children suffer, loved ones die too young,  
health crumbles and terror draws near. 

Draw nearer, O God of Zarephath,  
divine place of Meeting in the midst of  
drought and destruction.   

Bring us into the presence of widows  
whose faith is stronger than famine.   

Send Elijah to accompany us to the place  
where hope outstrips horror, Provide us  
with provisions that neither faint nor fail. 

And teach us to say, along the risky journey of faith, 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

and bless God’s holy Name. 
     —inspired by 1 Kings 17:8-16



Zarephath 
Cont’d from Pg. 1 

Traditional Hebrew thought says that God 
sent Elijah to this place of famine and hardship so 
that he could experience these things, and have 
more compassion for the people he was meant to 
serve.   

Thus, both the passage that inspired 
Sehested, and his poem, are meditations on God 
who knows what our life—real life—is like.  
Ours is a God who knows our struggles and our 
fears, and provides us “with provisions that 
neither faint nor fail.”   

Our God who lives everywhere—in our 
lives, in the world, and in Zarephath—even in 
this place, God is with us, loves us, and holds out 
to us God’s ways of life.   

In the poem, the Bible, and in the living 
of it, life is a mystery saturated in holy love, and 
shown to us in God’s Holy Spirit who insists on 
going with us through all of life’s  seasons, even 
the changes that are strange and unsettling.  This 
is where hope lives and grows: in the going 
forward…even into unknown places.   

As we continue to listen and to learn 
about the work that is being planned and being 
carried out all around us here at church, I would 
also like to invite you to meditate on Sehested’s 
poem and on the passage, 1 Kings 17:8-16.   

Let yourself imagine what life was like 
for the widow Elijah meets, the way she is at the 
end of her hopes for herself and her son—and 
then Elijah comes to Zarephath.   

Put yourself in Elijah’s shoes—hungry 
and tired in a strange new place where there is no 
water nor food.  Despite this, God provides for 
him and the widow and her son.   

Also, go through the poem, line-be-line.  
Especially take the last part of the poem (printed 
below) and pray it aloud.  Listen to the 
description of poet’s experience of God, of his 
trust in God.  Then, consider how you are 
embracing God’s hope.  Consider your thoughts 
and response to what God has done and is doing 
in your life and the life of our church.   

Draw nearer, O God of Zarephath,  
divine place of Meeting in the midst of  
drought and destruction.   

Bring us into the presence of widows  
whose faith is stronger than famine.   

Send Elijah to accompany us to the place  
where hope outstrips horror, Provide us  
with provisions that neither faint nor fail. 

And teach us to say, along the risky journey of faith, 
      Bless the Lord, O my soul,  

     and bless God’s holy Name. 

May God bless you as you consider God’s 
holy word.  May you know peace and grace and 
joy as you pray and meditate on the passage and 
the poem, and consider how God is calling you 
and your family to be a part of Faith, Hope, and 
Mission: Building Our Future.   

Grace and Peace, 

Jeannie 

NCC’s Children’s Choir  
50 Year Reunion 
 This will be held on Saturday, September 
16, 2023 at 5 pm.  It will be a potluck dinner.  
There is a flyer on our website at nuuanu.org!  
See you there!
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)

http://nuuanu.org
http://nuuanu.org


July 20, 2023 

GOD’S GOT THIS! 

From your Moderator’s Desk  

Hope you all are having a wonderful summer! So much is happening on campus and in our church 
world! 

Community Partnerships: 

Family Promise Reinvention: We continue our partnership with the Family Promise and our “meal 
volunteers” have been amazing in making sure the families are well fed! Thanks to the congregation and 
the Scouts for their continued support of this partnership.  

YMCA Updates:  YMCA Pali Nu’uanu Preschool/Summer Intersession 
Have you heard the happy children and dogs? The K-9 Swat team were here for a presentation to the 
YMCA Intersession and preschool. The Firefighters were also on campus to give a presentation to the 
YMCA children and the preschool children. Community collaboration is what we get excited about and 
encourage this to continue. 

Capital Campaign: Faith Hope & Mission 

I hope you have received my letter, the Capital Campaign brochure, Ways to Give and the FAQS about 
the Capital Campaign. We had the first Informational Meeting about the Capital Campaign on July 23rd. 
In case you missed it, a repeat of that Informational Meeting will be held on Sunday, August 13, after 
worship on. More information will be provided as we get closer to August 13.  

This Campaign is to raise the funds specifically to renovate and repair the sanctuary and grounds. Funds 
have already been secured to repair and renovate the Old Administration building and the Kibo Kan.  

An architect is helping us with the work that needs to be done campus wide to assure that we are 
creating a systematic approach to complete our repairs and renovations with sound and reasonable 
options.  

The Council, Boards, Committees and Capital Campaign 
Team members are tirelessly working together knowing 
that we are focused on God’s mission to make sure that our 
church can continue to worship together, be the Gathering 
Place for our membership, community, children and 
kupuna. God has provided us the tools, the talented people 
and most of all given us windows of opportunity to make 
this Capital Campaign successful.  May we continue in 
Faith, look forward with Hope, and continue God’s 
Mission for us. 

Gratefully,  

Laurie Hamano, NCC Moderator 
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Capital Campaign  
This special place, our Church-Home that we call NCC, has certainly meant different things to each one 
of us at different times in our lives. 
It’s been where we’ve come together to worship God – to thank God for our many blessings;  
to learn anew of God’s love and forgiveness, constant presence with us, call to service and discipleship: 
to make solemn promises before God and each other in baptism and marriage services; 
to be comforted in our valleys of loss; 
to affirm one another in our sharing of soul, self discovery and faith journey. 

As in our own homes where life may not always go smoothly, so in our church home, in our humanness, 
we may not be of a single mind.  But there are times such as this moment, when the home, our church-
home requires that we come together to help it survive.  Our sanctuary is in need of critical repair, such 
as of our very walls and roof. We have put off earlier and smaller repairs and we now face the 
consequences of bigger and costly work in the name of our actual safety.  It’s comedown to a matter of 
human safety of us as worshippers, along with our Epenesa Fou Samoan Church sisters and brothers, of 
the public who might come to weddings, celebrations of life, the Nu‘uanu Valley Inter-Faith 
thanksgiving service, and of our campus ohana with Troop 201, Family Promise of Hawaii, the Nu‘uanu 
Pali YMCA Preschool and Intersession Programs, the Jammers Volleyball Club, the Free Play basketball 
group, etc.    

We know of these structural issues and we can no longer let these dangers possibly result in injuries or 
worse or damage to property such as the pulpit, lectern, baptismal font, communion table, candelabra, 
organ, piano, accessible sound system, etc.    

It seemed that God would want us to be sure that God’s House, our church-home, was at minimum a 
safe place in which to worship, grow our faith and do God’s Will. Many before us made huge sacrifices 
to build and maintain our church-home.  It is now our turn to do our share to take care of it.  Trusting 
that we will be faithful stewards of our church-home, we can look forward with gratitude and hope 
of having become a more missional church when we celebrate our 150th anniversary in 2035. 

With Faith and Aloha, Ann Ito 
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Green Day IX  in Nuʻuanu  -  
Sustaining and Recycling 

Saturday, August 5, 2023  
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 26, 2023  

MEDIA CONTACT:  
Becky Kanenaka 
(808) 282-4321 
ncc.greenday@gmail.com 

DATELINE:  
 It’ll be green and “cool” in Nu’uanu on 
August 5, 2023!  Nu’uanu Congregational Church’s 
“Green Day IX” will “breeze in” from 9:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. at 2651 Pali Highway. All proceeds will 
go to its Ulu Wai Missions Ministry. * 
 There will be eco friendly waterless car 
washes ($10/carwash, no vacuuming).  Drop off 
your of HI-5 containers (makai driveway) and then 
come into the gym to start rummaging for some 
super buys such as collectibles (Pennibear, coke 
memorabilia, vintage Primo glasses) or gently used 
small appliances, NuWave, dehydrator, dishes 
(Made in Japan), a portable A/Cs, collapsible 
rolling cooler, or that grill that you always wanted.  
Tools-Makita power drill; chalking guns, and many 
more handy tools.  There will be many tech items to 
check out such as VCR/DVD players, laser disc 
player, stereo equipment-amplifier, remote controls, 
and cords/cables.  Water and soil plants, 
vermiculture items (red wrigglers, “poi dog” 
worms, worm castings) will be available to take 
care of the Earth. After all that shopping please 
your palette with some homemade jams, mango 
chutney and biscotti. 
 Be “cool” and join us in Nu’uanu.  There 
will be something for everyone so come and find a 
treasure while doing your part in recycling items to 
sustain our community and our environment at 
Green Day IX. 

* Nu`uanu Congregational Church`s ULU WAI 
MINISTRY takes care of God's creation through 
our overflowing love.  We do God`s work through 
an overflow of love and care for the hungry and 
needy, for the earth, for our community, and for 
the next generation. 

August 
Henry 'Ōpūkaha'ia/Hokuloa Chapel  
 (Hawai’i Island)  
Opihikao Cong'l Church (Hawai'i Island)  
Hilo Coast UCC (Hawai'i Island)  
Olowalu Lanakila Hawaiian Church (Maui)  
Kauaha'ao Cong'l Church (Hawai'i Island)  
Hilo Marshallese Ministry (Hawai‘i Island)  
Ola'a First Hawaiian Church (Hawai'i Island)  
Hokuloa UCC (Hawai'i Island)  
Ohana Niihau O Waimea Church (Kaua'i)  
Kapa'a UCC (Kaua'i) 

  

 We will be participating in this years Give 
Aloha program again.  Give Aloha will be 
running from September 1, 2022 through 
September 30, 2022 at all participating Foodland, 
Foodland Farms, and Sack-N-Saves. 
 Nu‘uanu Congregational Church’s 
organization number is 78424.  There is a limit of 
up to $249.00 per Maika‘i Card number.  Please 
make sure that you send us your receipt, either in 
the mail, with your donation, or email a picture of 
it to nuuanucongregational@gmail.com.  The 
receipt must have your name, amount, store 
number, and time of your transaction so that we 
can credit the donation to the right person/family!
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

We have received two new requests for prayers 
for health reasons.  Please pray for 
Mike Chung and Susan Hirano. 

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Ljnda Mau, Kimiko Bristow-
Canfield, Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, 
Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke, Lurline Matsumoto (sister of 
Masa Taba), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce, Ray Miyamoto, Cindy Taketa.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

I lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my 
help come? My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. He will not let your 

foot be moved; he who keeps you will not 
slumber. 

 Psalm 121:1-3 

Dear God, creator of heaven and earth, thank 
you for your help in all that we do. As we 

participate in Green Day IX we thank you for 
the Ulu Wai Missions Ministry and its 

leadership in caring for your creation. We have 
been suffering extreme heat throughout the 

world and are aware that climate change can 
contribute to making heat waves longer, more 

frequent and more intense. Help us to do 
whatever we can to minimize the effects of 

climate change on our planet. Summer vacation 
is ending and children are heading back to 

school. We pray for their teachers and may all 
enjoy a year of successful learning. We pray for 

our shut-ins and their caregivers. Bless them 
with strength and stamina and healing.  

Amen. 

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members 
or friends.  Please inform the Ohana Ministry 
coordinators if you want your name included 

or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

In Memory of 
Albert Matsumoto IMO Yuji Miyamoto,  
 Naka Miyamoto 
George Honjiyo IMO Paul Hirota 
Sybil Seto IMO Paul Hirota 
Ann Ito IMO Paul Hirota 
Wayne Kobayashi IMO Paul Hirota 
Fran Miyamoto IMO June Ikeda, Julia Nakamura 
Harris Hirata IMO Paul Hirota 

Thanks Offering 
Frances Tagami



2023 Altar Flower Donations 
 The chart for the 2023 Altar Flower Donations is ready 
to fill up!  Please fill out the date that you want, either in 
person at service, by email at 
nuuanucongregational@gmail.com, or by calling the office 

at (808) 595-3935. 
Please have Altar Flowers delivered on Fridays, between 8 am 

and 4 pm or Sunday mornings at 8:30 am.  There will not be anyone 
working on Saturday’s until further notice. 

The next available dates are: 
• September 3 
• September 10 

Can You Bring A Can -  
For The Hawaii Foodbank? 

  The last Sunday of each month is Missions 
Sunday. Please bring a canned good or other non-
perishable food on that day.  Boxes will be available 
to collect them.  All gifts will be taken to the Hawai‘i 
Foodbank. 

Invitation to Bible Study 
 Anyone who is wanting to join the bible study 
group is more than welcome to.  For the month of 
March, there will be 2 different ways you can join.  
The book being discussed is Witness at the Cross. 
 The first is meeting Pastor Jeannie on the Lanai 
right outside of her office on Wednesdays, starting 
at 10 am. 

 The second is by zoom on Wednesday nights, starting at 6:30 
pm. Please let Mairi or Pastor Jeannie know if you would like to join so 
we can get you the zoom link.
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Please bring your HI-5 
items any day in August. 

 Leave them outside the 
recycling shed behind 

Kibo Kan.  Please help the 
scouts by removing caps 
from bottles, rinsing and 

making sure the containers 
are clean and empty.  Keep 
labels on.  Only HI-5 items 

are accepted.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
 The collection date is the for 

August 27, 2023.   
We collected 160 pounds of 

food In June.
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August 6 (Face to Face): Gen 32:22-31 and Ps 17:1-7, 15 or Isa 55:1-5 and Ps 145:8-9, 14-21 •  
Rom 9:1-5 • Matt 14:13-21 

August 13 (When All Seems Lost): Gen 37:1-4, 12-28 and Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b or  
1 Kings 19:9-18 and Ps 85:8-13 • Rom 10:5-15 • Matt 14:22-33 

August 20 (Bold Moves): Gen 45:1-15 and Ps 133 or Isa 56:1, 6-8 and Ps 67 • Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32 •  
Matt 15: (10-20), 21-28 

August 27 (Be Transformed): Ex 1:8-2:10 and Ps 124 or Isa 51:1-6 and Ps 138 • Rom 12:1-8 •  
Matt 16:13-20 
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Lectionary Readings for August

 August 2023
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