
Sip, Munch, Gab—Tea Time on the Lanai 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 I hope everyone has heard of my invitation to come and have tea.  If not, 
here it is: 

You are invited to 
Tea &  

Conversation on the Lanai 
(if the weather does not cooperate we 

will move into the choir room) 
every Thursday, starting on 

May 4 at 10:00A.M. 

I decided I wanted to do this because I believe we have all been waiting for an opportunity to 
meet without feeling restrained by the very necessary protocols we have put into place to keep ourselves 
safe during the pandemic.   

We have lived with this situation for three years.  I would like to thank all of you for being 
careful and patient.  I know many other churches have dropped all of their safety measures.  I am glad 
we have not.  Erring on the side of safety has been our way of blessing each other.   

Still, the coffee hour at church—which we are still not doing—is usually one of the ways in 
which we are able to relax and get to know each other in a more informal atmosphere.  As we are not yet 
ready to resume coffee hour after church, I tried to think of other ways to provide us with an opportunity 
to gather.  After three years, I still feel the need to know you better, and I want you to know me, too.   

Visiting you at your home is always a possibility, if you would like to invite me.  However, even 
though I welcome an invitation to come to your home, I still try to be careful about maintaining safe 
practices.  I completely respect that you do, too, and that having non-family members in your home is 
not yet as worry-free as it used to be.   

It was helpful for me to remember how I visited many of the members of the church I served on 
Kaua’i—Kapa’a UCC.  On Kaua’i it is not unusual to invite people over to sit and visit in the garage.  
This reminded me that I have a lanai outside my office!   

Actually, I have been wanting to do this for some time.  Now is the time!   
Starting April 30, I will be going around with a sign-up sheet.  I would like to welcome small 

groups of 5 or 6 each Thursday to come and sit on the lanai and drink tea and talk.   
I will brew a pot of tea and will have a plate of cookies to munch on.  You are welcome to bring 

something to share.                                                                                     (cont’d on page 3 - Tea Time)
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“If you are cold, tea will warm you; 
if you are too heated, it will cool you; 

If you are depressed, it will cheer you; 
If you are excited, it will calm you.” 

William Ewart Gladstone



Conversation & Tea  
 with Pastor Jeannie 

 Starting Thursday, May 4, 
at 10:00A.M., you are invited to 
stop by for a cup of tea and some 
conversation.  Pastor Jeannie will 
be on the lanai in front of her 

office (weather permitting) with a 
pot of tea, and a strong desire to talk about…
anything and everything!   

You may be asked if you would like her 
to pray for you, or someone else.  You may be 
asked where you grew up (and what high school 
you went to, of course!).  You may simply be 
asked how you like the weather on that day.   

No need to make a reservation (although 
you may receive an invitation).  Also, we will sit 
and visit on the lanai so that we will all feel safe 
about not wearing a mask as we chat, sip and 
nibble on senbei, etc.   

Strengthen the Church Offering 
 From the 4/19/23 Coconut Wireless 

 On May 28, 2023 we will be 
collecting donations for Strengthen 
the Church Offering. 
 The Strengthen the Church special 
offering supports the work of the 
Hawai'i Conference and the 
national United Church of Christ to 

become a multi-racial/multi-cultural church, 
accessible to all. This offering funds leadership 
development, youth and young adult ministries, 
and new and renewing congregations. 
 The envelope is included with this Caller 
mailing. 

POT A PLANT for Green Day! 
 There are pots waiting for plants 
to fill them!   Pot a Plant for our 
August 5th Green Day!  Just 
email  kiimoment2@hawaiiantel.net, 
request pots and they will be 

delivered to you with a smile!    
Green Day Committee 

Capital Campaign Meeting 
 Don't forget Capital Campaign Team 
Leaders!  Please put this on your calendars! We 
will be having a meeting at church on May 6 at 
10:30 a.m. to discuss the Capital Campaign!  See 
you all there!  

50th Anniversary! 
 Do you remember "Step Into the 
Sunshine?" Or the Choir Clap? How about 
Colby's Missing Memory?  
 Then you must remember the Ka Mele 
Nani O Ke Akua Singers! They were NCC's 
children's choir that was started in 1973 by 
Rennie Mau. This year would be the choir's 50th 
anniversary! What, no way! It's true! And to 
celebrate the choir, its ministry and all the good 
fun we had, we'll gather on  the evening of 
Saturday, September 16 at NCC to catch up, eat, 
maybe sing a little and give thanks! 
 Please mark your calendars, pass this 
information on to others who were involved in or 
with the choir (yes, parents too!) and if you have 
any pictures you want to share, please contact 
Carol (Matsumoto) Chung, Paula (Pang) 
Yamamoto, Lori Takeyama-Goshi or Lori 
Yamashiro. 
 More information and details to follow.  

Happy Mothers Day
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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Tea Time 
Continued from Page 1 

My thought is that if we are only 5 or 6 
people, we will have enough room to keep our 
distance while still being close enough to talk 
and laugh.  Also, we will be outside, so there will 
be less hesitation about removing our masks 
while we sip, munch, and gab/talk.   

Please look at your calendars and 
decide which Thursday at 10:00 A.M. works 
best for you.  

Also, I know we have members who are 
still working and are not able to come in the 
middle of a week day morning.  I would 
appreciate your help in coming up with an idea 
on how to welcome you into a time like the one I 
have described here in this article.   

I am excited and looking forward to our 
time together!   

Grace and Peace, 
Jeannie 

May 2023  
Ewa Community Church (O'ahu)  
United Church of Christ - Judd Street (O'ahu)  
Filipino UCC (O'ahu)  
UCC Pohnpei Maui (Maui)  
Keolahou Cong'l Hawaiian Church (Maui)  
First Chinese Church of Christ (O'ahu)  
Tuvalu Fou Church of Hawai'i (O'ahu)  
First Marshallese UCC (Kaua'i)  
Savali Ole Filemu (Message of Peace) (O'ahu)  
Keawalai Cong'l Church (Maui)  
First Samoan CC Church in HI (O'ahu)  
Samoan Church of HI, LMS Nanakuli (O'ahu) 

Central Union Church to hold 
E-Waste Recycling Event 
From 4/19/23 Coconut Wireless 
 Central Union Church (1660 South 
Beretania Street, Honolulu) is hosting an e-waste 
recycling event on Saturday, June 24, from 9 – 11 
a.m., in the Punahou Street parking lot. 

Make Today Count 
By Mairi Manley 

Make Today Count, which is a cancer 
support group, used to meet at Nu‘uanu 
Congregational Church.  They were generous 
enough to donate to NCC ten wigs that anyone or 
knows anyone who is need of a wig may have.   
 Please take one after church or call the 
office, (808) 595-3935, to get them.  The wigs 
are on the front desk in the church office. 

Hawaii UCC Conference Office 

Our Hawai'i 
Conference office 
moved from Nu'uanu 
to downtown 
Honolulu! 

Effective March 31, 2023, please note the change 
of address for the Hawai'i Conference UCC, the 
Hawai'i Conference Foundation, and the O'ahu 
Association: 700 Bishop Street, Suite 825, 
Honolulu, HI 96813. 

 As a reminder, the move itself will take place 
April 10 with the office being closed to visitors 
from April 2 through April 16. Please note that 
we are anticipating our computer and phone 
systems to be down from April 5 and looking 
forward to being reconnected on April 11. An 
open house and blessing are being planned with 
the date to be determined. 
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

We have received two new requests for prayers 
for health reasons.  Please pray for 
Mike Chung and Susan Hirano. 

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Ljnda Mau, Kimiko Bristow-
Canfield, Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, 
Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, 
Craig Oshiro, Matthew Stucke, Lurline 
Matsumoto (sister of Masa Taba), Rick Au, 
Stephen Crosier, Fay Matsuura (Friend of 
Clifford Lum), Barbara Pierce, Ray Miyamoto, 
Cindy Taketa.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

For he has said, “I will never leave you or 
forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid,  

what can anyone do to me?”   
Hebrews 13:5b-6

Dear God, thank you for always being with us, 
providing everlasting love. We are comforted, 

knowing that you are our helper and that we can 
always call on you for guidance and protection. 

We pray for the shut-ins who are unable to join us 
for worship services and those on our prayer list. 
Many are dealing with health issues. Watch over 
them and bless them with strength, stamina and 
healing. As the federal Public Health Emergency 

for COVID-19 ends this month we pray for 
continued safe practices to help minimize 

positive cases. Amen.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members 
or friends.  Please inform the Ohana Ministry 
coordinators if you want your name included 

or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

In Memory of 
Albert Matsumoto IMO Tokutaro Hirota,   
 Hamano Hirota, Mr./Mrs. Kugamata 
Kimie Fujioka IMO Nobu Fujioka 

Birthday Offering 
Setsuko Takahashi 
Patricia Katayama 
Frances Tagami 

Thanks Offering 
Paula Yamamoto



2023 Altar Flower Donations 
 The chart for the 2023 Altar Flower Donations is 
ready to fill up!  Please fill out the date that you want, 
either in person at service, by email at 
nuuanucongregational@gmail.com, or by calling the 
office at (808) 595-3935. 

Please have Altar Flowers delivered on Fridays, between 8 am 
and 4 pm or Sunday mornings at 8:30 am.  There will not be anyone 
working on Saturday’s until further notice. 

May and June are filled up! 

Can You Bring A Can -  
For The Hawaii Foodbank? 
  The last Sunday of each month is 
Missions Sunday. Please bring a canned good or 
other non-perishable food on that day.  Boxes will 
be available to collect them.  All gifts will be taken 

to the Hawai‘i Foodbank. 

Invitation to Bible Study 
 Anyone who is wanting to join the bible study 
group is more than welcome to.  For the month of 
March, there will be 2 different ways you can join.  
The book being discussed is Witness at the Cross. 
 The first is meeting Pastor Jeannie on the Lanai 
right outside of her office on Wednesdays, starting 

at 10 am. 
 The second is by zoom on Wednesday nights, starting at 6:30 
pm. Please let Mairi or Pastor Jeannie know if you would like to join so 
we can get you the zoom link.
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Please bring your HI-5 
items any day in May. 

 Leave them outside the 
recycling shed behind 

Kibo Kan.  Please help the 
scouts by removing caps 
from bottles, rinsing and 

making sure the containers 
are clean and empty.  Keep 
labels on.  Only HI-5 items 

are accepted.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
 The collection date is the for 

May 28, 2023.   
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May 7 (Enduring Witness): Acts 7:55-60 • Ps31:1-5, 15-16 • 1 Peter 2:2-10 • John 14:1-14 

May 14 (Witness of Love): Acts 17:22-31 • Ps 66:8-20 • 1 Peter 3:13-22 • John 14:15-21 

May 21 (Spirit of Witness): Acts 1:6-14 • Ps 68:1-10, 32-35 • 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 • John 17:1-11 

May 28: Acts 2:1-21 or Num 11:24-30 • Ps 104:24-34, 35b • 1 Cor 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 •  
John 20:19-23 or  John 7:37-39 
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To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email: 
nuuanucongregational@gmail.

Lectionary Readings for May

 May 2023
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