
Hope and a Future 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 Given the recent history of the world—the pandemic, the contention and 
conflict in politics and culture in our country and all over the world, rising inflation, 
and climate change that is causing storms and droughts, and all other pressures 
which makes people feel insecure—with all of this going on, we are to be forgiven 
if we shudder rather than cheerfully contemplate what the future holds for us.   
 Yet, looking toward the future without fear is exactly what we can and should 
do.  This is exactly what our life with God is meant to bring us: hope and a future.  

The prophet Jeremiah reported God’s message to the people this way:  “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”    
 Hope and a future—this what is at the heart of life with God.  That is the epitome of what God holds 
out to us and there are more passages in the Old and New testaments that make this clear over and over again.   

This should not surprise us as our God is a most gracious God who wants each of us to open our 
hearts and spirits to receive God’s perfect love and peace.  Hopefully, this produces in us feelings of 
excitement because the hope and the future that is proclaimed comes from the foundational promise that God 
does not stand-off, or far-away from us.  Rather, ours is the blessing of Emmanuel, God-with-us.   

God’s promise of presence and hope is most plainly proclaimed in the birth of Christ, which we have 
just celebrated.  Christ is in the world and is God’s promise that the future of tyrants, cheats and tormenters is 
doom, while the blessing and vindication of the righteous is real and is near at hand.   

God’s promise also includes a real and lasting healing at the most personal level, too.  It is a promise 
that seeks to address the personal challenges and heartbreak—the habits, needs, and addictions, even some of 
the dearly held beliefs and traditions—that we all have.   

Unfortunately (for many of us), there is a part of this promise that we sometimes try to shy away from:  
accepting the good things God offers us.  This is the heart it: that God wants a relationship with each of us and 
there is an implication of a responding activity on our part.  We can reject God’s gracious gifts, or we can 
accept God’s ways and become obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit.   

And so, the future and God’s goodness is asking something of us.  We are being asked to think about 
and decide the kind of future we want.  Will we meet the future within the Spirit’s guidance and care?  Will 
we allow God’s love to drive out fear of coercion and scarcity? 

Our good news is that God is holding our life even now.  God’s Holy Spirit is close at hand and eager 
to lead us into the brightness of God’s future.   
  
(cont’d on page 2 - Hope)
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Hope 
cont’d from page 1 

As 2023 progresses, let us continue to talk 
and pray and plan and support one another as we 
follow the path God is laying out before us.  Let 
us come together and rejoice over the love and 
faithfulness of God which brings us hope.   

I wish you all a safe and joyful new year’s 
celebration and look forward to the way in which 
God is going to move among us and bind us even 
closer.   

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Jeannie 

Dear Friends and Members,  

I am hoping you had a wonderful holiday season 
and enjoyed the NCC events! So Joyous! Here 
are a few things that we should be looking 
forward to!  

Annual Meeting:   

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
1/29/2023.  Steve Glanstein has been 
asked to once again be our 
Parliamentarian to help us run the 
meeting properly within the Roberts 
Rules.  

The Dollars and Cents meeting will 
be held right after worship service 
on 1/22/2023 to review the budget 
proposal.   

Letters will be going out to you to 
announce the meetings and the request 
for Nominations.  

     Nominations: The request for nominations 
for Board of Trustees as well as Clerk 
have been put out in NCC Bulletin and 
in the Caller.  Please let me know if 
you have anyone you want to nominate 
for these positions.  We all need to do 
our part to help run NCC with strong 

leadership as we move forward with 
our initiatives.  

     Capital Campaign/Legacy Giving 
Campaign:  

Capital Campaign: Ms. Jill White of 
the Church Building and Loan Fund 
(UCC) completed the Feasibility Study 
and the Council has unanimously 
approved moving forward with the 
Capital Campaign.  A new task team 
has been formed with Pastor Neal 
MacPherson, Pastor Jane Ryan 
Kuroiwa and Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
to work on the process of 
communicating to the congregation 
regarding the campaign to ready us for 
the CC push in March 2023.  

Legacy Giving:  Pastor Jayne Kuroiwa 
will help us by chairing a seminar after 
the CC next summer to go over 
options for Legacy Gifting.  

There are so many things happening here on 
campus and we want to be prepared to greet the 
year with a bang! Happy New Year 2023 to you 
all and please stay healthy! 

Always in Faith,  

Laurie Hamano,  NCC Moderator
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)



NOMINATIONS NEEDED!! 
WE NEED YOU!  
From Laurie Hamano, Moderator 

With Thanksgiving already behind us 
much planning needs to be happening.  The 
Council needs volunteers for two important 
positions on Council 1) Secretary and 2) Board 
of Trustees Chair.    

Please contact Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
at # (808) 353-1387 or Laurie Hamano at (808) 
256-0204 should you know of members of our 
congregation who have the talents for these 
positions and Laurie and or Pastor Jeannie will 
contact them. 

Note from Pastor Jeannie: Serving the 
church is a way of serving God.  Please pray 
about this.  I will be praying that God will inspire 
to deepen your faith in this way. 

Board of Christian Nurture 
Announcements: 
There will be no Sunday School on January 1, 
2023.  Sunday School will resume on January 8, 
2023 after the Children’s moment.   

Sunday School Parents: 
Reminder: Please bring the socks from your 
advent calendars to church on January 8, 2023.  
The children will help to pair the socks and 
determine which organization the socks will be 
donated to. 

Important dates for your calendars:  
Ash Wednesday is February 22, 2023.  The 
children will assist in burning last year palms on 
February 19, 2023 right after worship. 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023 

2023 Offering Envelopes 
 Your offering envelopes are now ready 
for pick-up. They will be available for pick-up 
until January 2, 2023 then will be mailed to you! 

2023 Altar Flower Donations 
 The chart for the 2023 
Altar Flower Donations is ready to 
fill up!  Please fill out the date that 
you want, either in person at 
service, by email at 

nuuanucongregational@gmail.com, or by calling 
the office at (808) 595-3935. 
 As of right now, the whole month of 
January is needed and February only needs 
February 19, 2023. 

Packing up Christmas Tree 
and Decorations 
 Did you know there's a recommended 
date to take down your Christmas tree and pack 
away your decorations? It's Epiphany! This is a 
Christian tradition that dates back to the 4th 
century. We will be participating in this tradition 
and taking down the Christmas tree and 
decorations after the January 8, 2023 service. If 
you are able to participate in this tradition, the 
Diaconate would be grateful!  

Red Mass 
Given by Robert Van Tassell,  
 CEO of Catholic Charities 

Where: Catherdral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace 
    1184 Bishop Street, Honolulu 

Time: 9 a.m., Tuesday, January 17, 2023 

Topic: “75 Years of hope that transforms, action  
 that heals and charity  that brings Justice” 

RSVP by January 10: Brendan Porick, 
bporick@rcchawaii.org or  
(808) 585-3347 

Happy New Year
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce, Ray Miyamoto, Cindy Taketa.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

 
Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord God you 

have an everlasting rock.  
Isaiah 26:4 

Dear God, as we welcome the new year we thank 
you for our families, friends, our church and your 

love and presence throughout the past year. We look 
forward to new beginnings and pray for your 

wisdom and guidance as we continue to discern 
your will regarding being a more missional church. 

Bless our partnership with the YMCA, Family 
Promise and others. Thank you for the diligent work 

of our church leaders on the council, boards and 
committees as they continue to move us forward. 
Enable us to live with love for one another and we 
pray for peace in our communities, our nation and 

the world.  Amen. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friends.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial 
Micki Sasaki IMO Eiko Soranaka 
Floyd Uyehara IMO Mark Uyehara 

Birthday Offering 
Charlotte Nakamura 

Thanks Offering 
Taichi Nomi 
Shirley Yamamoto 
Lani Hirohata  
Frances Ito 
Jane Honda 



Days NCC Office is Closed in January 
• Monday, January 2, 2023 in observance of New Year’s Day 
• Monday, January 16, 2023 for Martin Luther King Day 

Want to Find Out More about TEL?  
From the Coconut Wireles, 12/21/22 

                 

 Do you feel a call to ministry? Do you want to take your faith to 
a deeper level? Are you a church lay leader who wants to strengthen your 
skills for leading your church through these uncertain times? Plan to 
attend an informational session with Tana Roseboro, Program Director 
for the Theological Education for Leadership (TEL) Program at the 
Pacific School of Religion! Tana will be visiting O'ahu, Kaua'i, Maui, 
and Hawai'i Island (Kona and Hilo) during the month of January, 2023, 
to promote the TEL Program and meet with interested persons. 
 Call or email Mairi in the Church office if you would like the 
links for locations, dates, and times for all meetings and Course 
schedule.  Office phone number is (808) 595-3935 or 
nuuanucongregational@gmail.com. 

Attend Taize Service During Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity  
 Do Good; Seek Justice (cf. Isaiah 1:17) is the theme for this 
year's Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. A Taize Service of prayer will 
be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., at the Newman 
Center/Holy Spirit Parish at the University of Hawai'i, Mānoa (1941 East 
West Road, Honolulu). All are invited to attend. Clergy may wear robe/
alb and white stole, if desired.
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, January 29 

Please help our volunteers 
by removing caps from 

bottles, rinsing and 
separating all containers.  

Keep labels on. Only 
HI-5¢ items are accepted. 

Proceeds go toward  
Hui Malama.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the for 

January is on the 29th.  
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January 1 (Cosmic Praise): Isa 63:7-9 • Ps 148 • Heb 2:10-18 • Matt 2:13-23 

January 8 (Possibilities Unfolding): Isa 42:1-9 • Ps 29 • Acts 10:34-43 • Matt 3:13-17 

January 15 (All That We Are): Isa 49:1-7 • Ps 40:1-11 • 1 Cor 1:1-9 • John 1:29-42 

January 22 (Called Together): Isa 9:1-4 • Ps 27:1, 4-9 • 1 Cor 1:10-18 • Matt 4:12-23 

January 29 (The Vision Beautiful): Mic 6:1-8 • Ps 15 • 1 Cor 1:18-31 • Matt 5:1-12 
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To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
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Lectionary Readings for January

January 2023

! NONPROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
HONOLULU HI 

PERMIT NO. 354 
 

PERMIT NO. 354 

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church 
2651 Pali Highway ∗ Honolulu, HI 96817


