
The NCC Invitational 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 What does it mean to be a missional church?  In answer to this question, I 
would like you to remember how, a few years ago, our church participated in a 
program called New Beginnings which was aimed at helping us discern what kind 
of church God was calling us to be.  After much prayer and church-wide 
discussion, we came to the conclusion that we are called to be a “missional 
church.”   

 This should not have been a surprise for any of us because Nu’uanu Congregational Church has a 
long and illustrious history of missions throughout this community.  The names of many of our ancestors 
in the faith are inscribed over the doors of many of the rooms and on the office and gymnasium building.  
We remember their names because of how they showed us what mission meant to them.   
 But that was then, and this is now.  Things are different.  Indeed, during the last decade or so, as 
our church has gotten older and smaller, it has felt as though all of our best and most vital days as a 
congregation were in the past.  Perhaps, we thought, God was calling us to be and do something different.   
 After the New Beginnings program and what we discerned, it must have been quite a joy to find 
that the spirit of service and mission was still a deeply held value of our church!  However, I can imagine 
it was also a little frustrating, too.   

Even though our hearts and spirits are still dedicated to being God’s hands and feet in the world, 
we have had to admit that it is one that is very different than the one in which our NCC fore-fathers/
mothers lived and served.  Twenty-first century mission and ministry is often more complex, and a good 
deal more expensive.  What has stayed the same is the need for people who are willing to love and bless 
God’s beloved people in God’s beloved name.   

Although our church Council and I have tried to keep us all informed about how we have been 
discerning and discovering how to do mission given our context and resources, I would like us to gather in 
worship to ponder and pray about these things.   

Starting on September 18, I will begin a 3-part sermon series on mission and what it may look like 
and be.  I will ask us to think and pray about who we are as a congregation, and what we see as growing 
edges for ourselves personally and as a church—what more do we have to learn?  What does mission 
mean to us?  What is possible?   

(cont’d on page 2 - Invitational)
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Give Aloha 
 We will be 
participating in this 
years Give Aloha 
program again.  Give 
Aloha will be running 

from September 1, 2022 through September 30, 
2022 at all participating Foodland, Foodland 
Farms, and Sack-N-Saves. 
 Nu‘uanu Congregational Church’s 
organization number is 78424.  There is a limit of 
up to $249.00 per Maika‘i Card number.  Please 
make sure that you send us your receipt, either in 
the mail, with your donation, or email a picture of 
it to nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.  The receipt 
must have your name and the amount so that we 
can credit the donation to the right person/family! 

Special October Programs 
By Lori Yamashiro 
 There's a clause in the NCC Bylaws in the 
Diaconate section that states, “arrange special 
programs for fellowship and inspiration…” We 
interpreted it as “provide opportunities for fun 
things to do with the congregation.” So here are a 
few things that are being planned:  
 Blessing of the Animals. Bring your pets 
or pictures of your pets on Sunday, October 2. 
Blessing of the animals will take place after the 
worship service, outside the sanctuary 
streamside.  
 World Communion Sunday Is also on 
October 2, We are inviting the congregation to 
bring a loaf of bread, any kind of bread, 
unopened in its original wrapper. We will be 
donating the bread to a non-profit organization 
that will help feed our sisters and brothers in the 
community.  
 Halloween Fun: On October 30. Come 
dressed to impress in your Halloween costume 
and you could win a prize! The Christian Nurture 
Board will be planning something for the keiki 
after the worship service. 
 Hope you can join us for some fun while 
we worship God, help our community, and take 
care of all God's creatures! 

Invitational 
cont’d from page 1 

I am calling the sermon series, The NCC 
Invitational because it will be an invitation for all 
of us to listen and discern how God is calling to 
us through God’s holy words of the Bible.  You 
see, mission is most readily realized and 
embraced when we are able to see how the Bible 
story is our story, too.  All of the times in which 
the Bible tells us a story of a people who are 
lifted-up by God and drawn close, we need to 
remember how this is something God has done 
and continues to do for us.  What is more, God 
invites us to be in partnership with God as God’s 
love continues to seek out and bless others in the 
same way.   

After worship, I am hoping that we may 
have a time to sit and discuss what we have 
heard.  This will, of course, depend on how the 
COVID infection rate is going.  If an in-person 
discussion is not possible, we will find another 
way to share our thoughts and hopes.   

I hope you will come with questions and 
prayers, and I hope you will be ready to offer 
your wisdom and insight into our discussions.   

Grace and Peace,  
Jeannie 
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on 
what you think you know. Remember the Lord  

in everything you do, and he will show you  
the right way.. 

Proverbs 3:5-6  Good News Bible 

Dear God, we trust and believe that you will always 
walk with us and guide us. For this, we are 

thankful. We approved a Capital Campaign for 
NCC at our last congregational meeting. Guide the 

UCC Capital Campaign Consultant and NCC’s 
leaders through the stages of the campaign process. 

Soon the Children’s Center will stop operating 
under Jo-Ann Bristow’s directorship and the YMCA 

will take over. We pray for a smooth transition 
under the YMCA’s leadership. Bless Jo-Ann’s 

retirement and we thank you for her many years of 
faithful and dedicated service to the children and 

their parents. We rejoice as restrictions are lessened 
during our Sunday worship services and we pray 
for your continued guidance for safe protocols as 

our Sundays at NCC return to pre-COVID 
practices.  Amen.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friends.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial 
Albert Matsumoto IMO Mitsue Kosasa, Sidney  
 & Minnie Kosasa 
Helen Pierce IMO Yoko Asada 
David Maeshiro IMO Melvin Maeshiro 
Howard Ishihara IMO Alice Ishihara 

Thanks Offering 
Ray Miyamoto 

Birthday Offering 
Howard Ishihara 
Paul Yamamoto 



Altar Flowers  
 We have the altar Flower sign up chart up when 
we worship on Sunday’s If you can’t come to service 
and would like to sign up, please call or email Mairi in 
the church office.  The phone number is (808) 
595-3935 and email is nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net. 

The following are available for the remainder of the year: 
• December 25, 2022 

Golden Rules for Living  
 If you open it, close it. 
 If you turn it on, turn it off. 
 If you unlock it, lock it up. 
 If you break it, admit it. 
 If you can't fix it, call in someone who can. 
 If you borrow it, return it. 
 If you value it, take care of it.  
 If you make a mess, clean it up. 
 If you move it, put it back. 
 If it belongs to someone else and you want to use it, get  
  permission. 
 If you don't know how to operate it, leave it alone. 
 If it's none of your business, don't ask questions. 
 If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 
 If it will brighten someone's day, say it. 
 If it will tarnish someone's reputation, keep it to yourself.        
      Author Unknown 
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, September 25 

Please help our volunteers 
by removing caps from 

bottles, rinsing and 
separating all containers.  

Keep labels on. Only 
HI-5¢ items are accepted. 

Proceeds go toward  
Hui Malama.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the for 
September is September 25th.   
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September 4 (A New Identity): Jer 18:1-11 and Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 • Deut 30:15-20 and Ps 1 •  
Philem 1:1-21 • Luke 14:25-33 

September 11 (Growing in God’s Love): Jer 4:11-12, 22-28 and Ps 14 • Ex 32:7-14 and Ps 51:1-10 •  
1 Tim 1:12-17 • Luke 15:1-10 

September 18 (Prayerful Living): Jer 8:18-9:1 and Ps 79:1-9 • Amos 8:4-7 and Ps 113 • 1 Tim 2:1-7 •  
Luke 16:1-13 

September 25 (Surprising Investment): Jer 32:1-3a, 6-15 and Ps 91:1-6, 14-16 • Amos 6:1a, 4-7 and  
Ps 146 • 1 Tim 6:6-19 • Luke 16:19-31 

Address Service Requested

To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email:
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.

Lectionary Readings for September

September 2022
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