
Agents of Blessing 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 It has been four years since our church 
recognized and embraced God’s call to being 
a Missional Church.  We did this after a lot of 
prayer and conversation during The New 
Beginnings discernment and discovery 
project.   
 I was not with you when you did that 

work, but it was an important part of what drew me to this church—
your desire to continue to serve the community beyond our own 
Sanctuary walls.  And so, I was also moved by your involvement with 
Family Promise.    

Then I began to learn about the history of this congregation: Mrs. Soh, the dormitory, the YMCA, 
Kuakini Hospital.  All this was gratifying, but not really surprising.   

For all of my ministry, I have known this church to be a community of people who cared about the 
common good, cared about people.  As a lay person at Church of the Crossroads, I worked with many of 
you on Faith Action for Community Equity back in the 1990s.  We did some really good work for the 
community, and NCC was an important leader in this.   

Now, as your pastor, I am coming to know you much more deeply.  I have come to know more of 
your history, and as I come to know your spirit, and your heart, my opinion has been reaffirmed.  I am 
proud to be here with you to lead you, to serve you, and to serve with you.   

Having said that, I realize that while we acknowledge God’s call, and sincerely desire to serve God 
through ministry and mission, some of us are a little…daunted by the notion.  Indeed, we may even 
hesitate at the thought of it.   

These days, being “in mission” or “discipleship” sounds a bit more energetic than some of us may 
feel up to being.   When asked to consider how we may “grow” our church, many of us are worried that 
we will be asked to conduct ourselves like super-extroverts.   
 We shiver at the thought of being directed to go and knock on strangers’ doors, demanding 
answers to personal questions before we have had an opportunity to know them—even before we have 
proven ourselves to be truly interested and trustworthy.  We equate such behavior with being impolite or 
pushy.              

(cont’d on page 3 - Blessing)
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‘Now the Lord says to me, 
“It isn't enough for you 
    to be merely my servant. 
You must do more than lead back 
survivors from the tribes  
    of Israel. 
I have placed you here as a light 
    for other nations; 
you must take my saving power 
    to everyone on earth.” 

—Isaiah 49:6
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As Covid counts remain high, 
we ask you take precautions: 
Three things to consider: 
• Do you have optimal protection?  

• Make sure you are up to date with your 
vaccines. If you have not had all your 
boosters, do not put off getting the next one 
till fall, hoping for a variant specific 
booster.  

• It is time to upgrade your mask. You should 
have a well fitting N95 mask. Every time 
you put it on, pinch around your nose to get 
a close fit. If your glasses fog, the fit is not 
tight. 

• Have you stocked up on tests? Home rapid tests 
are very good at detecting covid. Test kits are 
covered by insurance. You should have two kits 
available for each member of the family. Here 
are three reasons to test: 

• You develop a cough, runny nose, sore 
throat, or generalized aching. If you test 
negative, but still feel sick, you should re-
test in two to three days. 

• Test as a method to end isolation. Start 
testing regularly on day five to see when it 
is safe to be around other people. 

• Just before you will be visiting others in an 
indoor setting. This will help lower 
community spread. 

• False positive results are rare with the home 
antigen tests. You should not need to get a 
PCR test to confirm that you have Covid. 

• Do you have a plan for what to do if you test 
positive? 

• Call your physician and see if they want to 
put you on medication. Do this right away, 
as the medication needs to be started within 
five days of developing symptoms. 

• Think about your home situation. Do you 
have a place where you can isolate at 
home? You should wear a mask when you 
are around family members. 
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)

A Prayer to End Gun Violence: 
      a meditation—Part 2 
by Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 Last month we all read and prayed a 
prayer asking God to help us to focus on and care 
for the many people in our communities whose 
lives have been impacted by violence.  We 
specifically prayed about gun violence because 
of the inordinate number of mass shootings in 
our country.   

After a month of prayer, it is important 
for all of us to ask ourselves: What did God show 
me as I prayed for the end to all of the violence 
and death?   

On August 7, and for the whole month, 
there will be an index card in the Sunday 
bulletin.  Please jot down any thoughts that come 
to you about this tragedy in our midst.  Here are 
some questions to help you focus: 

When you pray to the end of gun 
violence, whose face do you see?   

Who particularly comes to mind?   
What do you wish God would say to your 

heart about this? 

You do not need to sign it unless you 
want to.  Later this year, we will spend some time 
looking at the thoughts we have shared, and we 
will see if there is some way in which our church 
is being called to bring God’s healing into 
peoples’ lives.  



Blessing (cont’d from pg. 1) 
 All I can tell you is this is just one way of 
being disciples.  Instead, I would like to ask you 
to think of for yourself, and our whole 
congregation, as Agents of Blessing. 

How is this different?   
Well, first of all, as an agent we are not 

the prime creator or mover in this activity.  We 
are the instrument God may use to convey God’s 
compassion and love.  We get to be the conduit—
the channel through which God’s purposes may 
flow.   

More importantly, when we allow 
ourselves to be channels of God’s peace and love, 
are doing something very important for our own 
faith journeys: we are “Receiving the Realm.”   

In the Rev. Tracy Barnowe’s newest book, 
Unstoppable Outreach, this is the way she writes 
about “Receiving the Realm: 

In the prayer Jesus taught us to pray (ie. 
The Lord’s Prayer), we have a brief but reverent 
introduction calling on God and praising God’s 
name.  Then, the very first request is that your 
Realm come, your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  [my emphasis—p.5] 

Although we often think of it as being 
something that will come to the righteous after 
this life is over, Rev. Barnowe points us to this 
and to the many times Jesus spoke of “receiving 
the Realm of God” as something we are meant to 
do right here, in this life, for ourselves…but also 
with others.   

Again from Rev. Barnowe: 
When our understanding of the gospel 

evolves, our role evolves as well.  We are relived 
of being mouthpieces for Christ and transformed 
into becoming the body of Christ….The Realm is 
revealed.  The Realm comes.  We see a little bit of 
heaven here on earth. [p. 10-11] 

And: 
Every time we welcome a person into our 

sanctuary, every time we invite someone to join 
us on our journey, every time we reach out to 
make something better in our community, we are 
making disciples, loving our neighbor, and 
receiving the Realm.  By taking the time to 
follow up with a first-time visitor directly, we are 

loving them as ourselves—even better—as Jesus 
loved his disciples.  We are transforming them 
from community members into disciples.  Though 
their inclusion and acceptance, through 
incorporating their gifts into our ministries, we 
are actively receiving the Realm.  That is why we 
do this.  These are our basic goals.  [p.4] 

In other words: we can be Agents of 
Blessing.  Indeed, this is what we are called to be.   

This is where my ministry with you will 
be focused.  In a couple of months, I would like 
us to embark on a time of learning and discussion 
together on the very important topic of being 
Agents of Blessing.  So, please keep this in your 
thoughts and prayers.   

Grace and Peace, 
Jeannie 

Gearing Up for Green Day VIII 
  
Next Sunday, August 7, 2022, is 
THE day to bring your donations 
for Green Day VIII. 

1.Place your Rummage Sale “gifts” 
inside Kosasa Hall on the mauka end: 

a. new to gently used kitchen and 
household items such as utensils, 
pots ‘n pans, books, toys, small 
working appliances and electronic 
devices, personal use items etc.  

b. Please… NO CLOTHING OR 
SHOES.    

2. Put water plants, water grasses, fish, red 
wiggler worms, worm casting, clean 1 - 5 
gallon size containers on/under the old 
pew next to the Kosasa Hall breezeway. 

3. Put potted plants, tillandsia, and other 
living natural items outside in back of 
Kosasa Hall in the shade. 

  
 Volunteers are needed for 1 – 2 work 
shifts (Shift 1: 8:45-11:00, Shift 2: 10:45-1:30) as 
roaming or “sit-down” watchful eyes in different 
areas. Please lend a hand and sign up with Becky 
asap to come and help make it a success.
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

Trust in him at all times; O people; pour out your 
heart before him; God is a refuge for us. 

Psalm 62:8 

Dear God, we trust in you at all times and bring to 
you our wants, needs and concerns. Thank you for 

your love, guidance and protection. As we 
participate in our long awaited Green Day VIII we 

are grateful for all the donors and volunteer workers 
and pray for a successful event. We pray for your 

continued blessings of the Ulu Wai Mission 
Ministry. Our state health officials predict that 

COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations will rise due 
to the prevalence of Omicron

subvariants. With most restrictions eliminated, help 
us to individually take precautions to guard against 
the spread of COVID-19. Our schools will reopen 
this month and we pray for the safety of all pupils 
and their teachers. Enable them to move forward 

with successful teaching and learning. 
 Amen

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friends.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Thanks Offering 
Frances Tagami 

Birthday Offering 
William Shigeo Kimura 



Free Safe Falling Presentations 
  September is National Fall Prevention month.  To support 

National Fall Prevention month, KuA is doing several 
free safe falling presentations at the libraries listed 

below.  If you have never attended one of our 
presentations, please come.   
 We offer fall prevention tips and discuss the 

principles behind our safe falling techniques.  If you 
know anyone who might benefit from this presentation, please pass on 
the information.  The injury you prevent may be one of your loved ones.   
 For more information about these presentations, please contact 
the individual library.  We are also working with libraries at other 
locations and will list them on our website once they are finalized.  

•Kaneohe Library, August 2 10 am      
•Pearl City Library August 3  10 am     
•Wahiawa Library, August 5   11:30 am       
•Kapolei Library, August 6 10 am            
•Aiea Library, August 13    10 am              

 Reminder:  If you are interested in taking one of our safe falling 
classes, registration is now open.  Please check out the classes on our 
website at https://www.kupunaaikido.org/. 

Altar Flowers  
 We have the altar Flower sign up chart up when 
we worship on Sunday’s If you can’t come to service 
and would like to sign up, please call or email Mairi in 
the church office.  The phone number is (808) 595-3935 
and email is nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.   

The following are available for the remainder of the year: 
• October 2, 2022 
• November 13, 2022 
• December 11, 2022 
• December 25, 2022
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, August 28 

Please help our volunteers 
by removing caps from 

bottles, rinsing and 
separating all containers.  

Keep labels on. Only 
HI-5¢ items are accepted. 

Proceeds go toward  
Hui Malama.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the for 

August is August 28.   

https://www.kupunaaikido.org/
https://www.kupunaaikido.org/


August 7 (Living into the Promise): Isa 1:1, 10-20 and Ps 50:1-8, 22-23 • Gen 15:1-6 and Ps 33:12-22 • 
Heb 11:1-3, 8-16 • Luke 12:32-40 

August 14 (Restore Us): Isa 5:1-7 and Ps 80:1-2, 8-19 • Jer 23:23-29 and Ps 82 • Heb 11:29-12:2 •  
Luke 12:49-56 

August 21 (Healing Reign): Jer 1:4-10 and Ps 71:1-6 • Isa 58:9b-14 and Ps 103:1-8 • Heb 12:18-29 •  
Luke 13:10-17 

August 28 (Open Table): Jer 2:4-13 and Ps 81:1, 10-16 • Sirach 10:12-18 or Prov 25:6-7 and Ps 112 •  
Heb 13:1-8, 15-16 • Luke 14:7-14 
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