
Summer Sabbath 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 Here in Hawaii, we are blessed with so many bright, sunny days.  It is 
almost hard to tell when summer is “officially” upon us.  If it were not for the 
ending of the school year, or the relatives—children and grandchildren, sisters, 
brothers—who have made the sojourn back to the “old homestead,” the season 
itself could easily slip by unnoticed.  
 What I so enjoy about summer is that while each season of the year brings 
its own activities, its rituals and routines, summer is famous for the breaking 
of routine for the sake of rest and/or recreation.  It’s a time for family, friends 
and fun.  With the lifting of many of the restrictions that have been a part of 

the pandemic, many people are again planning vacation adventures to foreign 
places…like Disneyland.  Many families are even resuming the joy of family reunions.   

Of course, in recent years we have learned a lot about staycations—the vacation that is spent at 
home.  We have already spent a lot of time at home, but for many people there is still a great deal of 
enthusiasm for spending their time in their own backyard, or exploring the city we live in.   

 The important thing to remember is that all of this breaking-from-routine is not only a good 
thing, Believe-It-Or-Not, it can even be a blessed thing.  We call it “vacation,” or “reunion,” or simply 
“visiting” or “resting,” but what all of these things have in common is a deliberate and concerted effort 
to step away from what we know and do the rest of the year.   

It is recognition that no matter how rewarding we find our regular lives, vacations are a 
commitment to giving oneself a period for rest and rejuvenation from the routine stress and obligations 
“regular life” quite naturally includes.  It is a commitment to break the conceit we may have for one 
routine and allowing God to remake the rhythm of our lives.   

Is it as wonder-filled to you as it is to me that God thought about this need we would have eons 
ago and made it a part of the first story we are told about God and humankind?  Way back, in the Garden 
of Eden, after all had been made and pronounced “good,” God stepped back from all that labor and 
rested.  Even God rested. 

Much later, as the Hebrew people were led from slavery to freedom, once again, God intervened 
in their determined trek toward the Promised Land and decreed that even during this critical journey one 
day a week was to be put aside as day of rest.   
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Sabbath 
cont’d from page 1 

For many years in our country’s history, 
we followed this custom.  In fact, we put laws in 
place prohibiting business or commerce on 
Sunday—they are called “blue laws” (thanks to 
the Puritans—our ancestors in the faith).  There 
are, to this day, still some states with blue laws 
on the books.  They are few, but they still exist.   

The thing about Sabbath that should be 
important for us is that God recognized, ordained, 
and blessed our work. However, God did not 
honor our work by giving us more work but by 
giving us time to rest and give thanks for the 
good work God has done through us.   

God, through example and Scripture, tells 
us that rest is just as important as labor, and that 
even those times of rest are filled with God’s 
presence and blessing; that time away from 
routine—a break in our daily lives—is yet 
another opportunity to experience the wonder of 
God’s love and care of us.   

I hope all of us are taking some time this 
summer to rest and enjoy family and friends.  I, 
too, have been thinking about when to take some 
time off.  I have not decided when or where I will 
go (if anywhere).  Right at the moment, it is just 
good to contemplate the notion of rest and 
rejuvenation.   So, let us greet summer with the 
same warmth it brings to us, and a good Sabbath 
to you all!   

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Jeannie 

YMCA/The Children’s Center 
Clean-up 
  A BIG MAHALO TO the YMCA and the 
Children’s Center for the cleanup of the 
preschool classrooms.   
 The YMCA and The Children’s Center 
Staff, with the assistance of Mairi Manley of 
NCC, worked very hard all week to get the 
classrooms cleaned up for a smooth transition as 
the YMCA Preschool enters in the fall.  The 
classrooms need a few more finishing touches as 
well as some electrical work!  Mahalo! 

Pastor Jeannie’s Installation 
Service 
By Paula Yamamoto, Installation Committee 
Chair 
 Save Sunday, July 17, 2022! We will be 
officially installing Pastor Jeannie as our Pastor 
and Teacher at an Installation Service on July 17 
at 4:00 p.m. Due to Covid concerns, the format 
will be a hybrid service - only our congregation 
and a few guest participants are invited to attend 
the service in-person, and all others are invited to 
view the service via Zoom.  
 Our congregation is asked to RSVP, so we 
can get a head count for both the service and the 
reception that will follow. Cost for the “bento-
style” meal is $20. You may RSVP on  Sundays 
or call the church office, (808) 595-3935.  
 Pastor Jeannie has been a real trooper as 
she started her ministry at NCC on the day of the 
Covid shutdown back in March 2020. Let us all 
continue to support Pastor Jeannie and celebrate 
with her safely on July 17! Masks required. 

Altar Flowers  
 We have the altar Flower sign up 
chart up when we worship on 
Sunday’s If you can’t come to service 
and would like to sign up, please call 

or email Mairi in the church office.  
The phone number is (808) 595-3935 and email 
is nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.  
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)



YMCA Intersession 
 The YMCA Summer Intersession at NCC 
officially started on Tuesday, May 31, 2022 and 
runs through July 29.  There is a small group this 
first week but there will be a larger group starting 
the second week! 
 The Intersession runs from 7 a.m. till  
5:30 p.m. daily.  They won’t be here on Friday 
June 10 and Monday July 4.  The last day for the 
Summer Intersession is Friday, July 29th. 
  
Welcoming the Holy Spirit 
          It has been fifty days since Easter.  Jesus 
has ascended and as he promised, we are not left 
on our own to make our way through life.  Christ 
has sent the Spirit to come to live with us, to 
live within us.  From that first Pentecost morning, 
which is described in chapter two of The Acts of 
the Apostles, the Holy Spirit has been our 
advocate and guide.   
          Just as it was with his birth, the Spirit 
Christ sends seeks out and falls upon people out 
in the street.  The Spirit meets them—and us—
where they are.  The Spirit overcomes language 
and all other barriers in its desire to bring God’s 
beloved people into relationship with God and 
one another.  Through this Mighty Spirit, we can 
be a community of courage, compassion, 
transformation, and unity.   

Today we will celebrate and give thanks 
for this amazing act of grace.  Red is the color of 
the Spirit.  Allow yourselves to feel the energy of 
the color all around you.  Give thanks and 
rejoice! 

Happy Father’s Day
June 19, 2022 

Strengthen the Church 
     “Strengthen the 
Church, one of four 
UCC special mission 
offerings, builds up the 
Body of Christ. Split 
evenly between the 

Hawai‘i Conference 
UCC national ministries, money received 
from this offering supports youth 
ministries, leadership development for 
new churches in parts of the country 
where the UCC voice has not been heard, 
and innovation in existing congregations.” 

We will be taking this offering on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. You may 
write a check to NCC with “Strengthen 
the Church” on the memo line.” 

Christmas in July 
(aka The Christmas Fund) 
By Judith Keith 
 Every July, Nuuanu Congregational 
Church celebrates Christmas in July by taking an 
offering for the Christmas Fund.  Our gifts fill 
grant requests for emergency aid for retired 
ministers and lay church workers in the United 
Church of Christ.  
 Typically, the requests come from 
individuals who have retired from small churches 
with limited means. The typical grant request is 
for two thousand dollars. Ninety five cents of 
each dollar raised goes directly to those needing 
help. Please support the Christmas Fund as 
generously as you are able when we take up the 
collection on July 24, 2022.  The offering 
envelope will be included in the July Caller. 
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce, Ethel Yamaguchi.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And 

let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in the one body. And 

be thankful.  
Colossians 3:14-15 

Dear God, thank you for your unconditional love 
and constant presence and guidance. We are 
concerned about violence perpetrated against 

others, often caused by hatred. May your healing 
love touch more and more hearts and conquer 

hatred for others. Enable us to accomplish better 
solutions, especially for gun violence. After the 

ending of COVID-19 mandates our positive cases 
continue to rise. Help us to be personally diligent 
in following recommended practices. Continue to 
bless NCC’s partnership with the YMCA during 

the Summer Specialty Camp on our campus. 
Guide and bless all fathers as they love and 

nurture their children.  Amen

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friends.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial Offering 
Albert Matsumoto IMO Tokutaru & Hamako  
 Hirota 
Sybil Seto IMO Chikako Yamashiro 
Shirley Yamamoto IMO Clyde Yamamoto 
Patricia Katayama IMO Melvin Maeshiro 

Thanks Offering 
George Honjiyo 

Birthday Offering 
Ululani Hirohata



Pickleball 
From 5/18/2022 UCC Coconut Wireless  
 Pickleball is coming soon! We are canvassing congregations on 
O'ahu to see if there is any interest in the largest growing sport in the 
United States. Pickleball is a cross between tennis, ping pong, and 
badminton played on a badminton court.  
     Many are trying this sport even though they have never played any 
other sport. Young people up to grandparents are playing together.  
     There will be "Newbie" classes for those that want to learn the basics, 
classes to improve your game, as well as "open" play to see how you stack 
up against other players. If interested, please email Danny Tengan 
at dstengan@gmail.com. 

Equipping People for Ministry to Serve People 
without Homes 
From 5/18/2022 UCC Coconut Wireless 
 The Institute for Human Services (IHS) invites you to an inaugural 
training: "Equipping People for Ministry to Serve People without Homes." 
It will be an evening of fun, lively discussion, and deep engagement. 
Dinner will be served.  IHS is interested in working with people who have 
a desire to help people get acclimated to their new homes, their 
communities, and their respective neighborhoods.  

      What:    Training: Equipping People for Ministry to Serve People   
  without Homes  
     When:   Thursday, June 16, 2022  
     Time:    5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Dinner will be served.  
     Where: Church of the Crossroads, 1212 University Avenue, Honolulu.  
     Who:     Hosted by the Institute for Human Services (IHS)  
  
 To register, please contact Chaplain MacArthur H. Flournoy at 
808-341-2283, or email him at macarthurf@ihshawaii.org, OR Leona 
Larkin, Volunteer Manager, 808-389-2829, or email her 
leonal@ihshawaii.org.
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, June 26 

Please help our volunteers 
by removing caps from 

bottles, rinsing and 
separating all containers.  

Keep labels on. Only 
HI-5¢ items are accepted. 

Proceeds go toward  
Hui Malama.

Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a space 
available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the first 

Sunday every month!
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June 5 (Gathered and Scattered): Acts 2:1-21 or Gen 11:1-9 • Ps 104:24-34, 35b • Rom 8:14-17 
or Acts 2:1-21 • Jn 14:8-17, (25-27) 

June 12 (Wisdom Calls): Prov 8:1-4, 22-31 and Ps 8 • Rom 5:1-5 • Jn 16:12-15 

June 19 (In God’s Presence): 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Ps 42 and 43 • Isa 65:1-9 and  
Ps 22:19-28 • Gal 3:23-29 • Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 (Pick Up the Mantle): 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Ps 77:1-2, 11-20 •  
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Ps 16 • Gal 5:1, 13-25 • Luke 9:51-62 
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