
The NCC Invitational, part 2 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 During the last three Sundays (since September 18), we have been reflecting on 
what it means to be a Missional Church.  This is what we have committed ourselves 
to being, and we all acknowledge that this is what the history of this church has 
always been about.   
 We have learned the beauty and importance of service from our forefathers and 
mothers.  Indeed, we have been inspired by the way in which God used their 
faithfulness and industry to bless and make people whole in many impressive ways.   

However, about four years ago, it became clear that we needed to take some time to see if this was 
still who we were.  So, we embarked upon a journey of self-discovery with New Beginnings, a program 
designed to help congregations take a “deep dive” into their hopes and dreams for the future.   

We grounded our deliberations in the certainty that we do not want to simply be “do gooders.”  
Rather, we want to be good and faithful disciples whose actions in and with the world always reflect missio 
Dei—God’s mission in the world.  So, after much prayer and discussion, we discerned that God is still calling 
this congregation to be an instrument of God’s blessing.   

The last three Sundays have been addressed the questions: 
How is it we were called? 
Why are we called? 
What is next? 

How is it we were called?  Jesus knew whom he was going to call.  He wanted people who believed in 
the goodness of God, who could see it when it came near.  And so, as he walked along the shoreline and saw 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John, and he called them to follow.   

In Jesus, they saw God’s living, breathing, and unreserved communion.  That is what he is.  That is 
Jesus’ mission in the world.  He was and is to be God’s desire to respond to the deep hunger of human beings.  
God’s dearest desire is to feed and strengthen all human creatures—our bodies and the human spirit.  Jesus 
was sent into the world to feed the world.  This is who was calling to them to follow.   

In leaving all they owned, and everything that had a claim on them, the first disciples accepted Jesus’ 
call to new life for world, but also for themselves.   

Why are we called?  In the Gospel of John, when the Risen Christ returned to the disciples who were 
hiding in the upper room, he breathes his “peace” out to them, his “shalom.”  Even more than peace, Jesus’ 
“shalom” brings with it the ability to bring wholeness to a wounded world.  With this gift comes the 
responsibility to bless others, and so they are commissioned to continue the ministry he started—his mission 
to carry God’s redemptive activity—God’s healing power—into the world.  (cont’d on page 2 - Invitational)
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Invitational 
Cont’d from pg. 1 
             What is next?  We have discerned the 
path God has called us to follow.  The next step is 
to continue on.  The next step is to pay attention 
to what God is putting in front of us, and what 
God lays upon our hearts.   

Our good news is that in all of this, 
whatever it is that we do, whomever God wants 
us to meet and draw closer to—we will not have 
to take on any part of this ministry by ourselves.  
We have each other.  What we need to do is 
support each other in whatever way is open to us.   

As soon as he met them, Jesus told the 
first disciples “the kingdom of God has come 
near” [Mark 1:15].  Because we truly believe this 
too, we have committed ourselves to continuing 
Jesus’ mission, and so, we will go forward 
together, finding friends, and partners, and allies.  
We will honor the legacy of our forefathers and 
mothers in the faith, and we will fulfill the plan 
and purpose God has for us, too.   

What a blessed adventure!   

Grace and Peace, 

Jeannie 

Capital Campaign Update 
Dear Members and Friends of NCC,  
 Since the Special Meeting where the 
Capital Campaign for NCC's Sanctuary was 
approved,  Ms. Jill White of the  UCC Church 
Building & Loan Fund has been contracted with 
NCC to assist the NCC Council with the Capital 
Campaign Feasibility Study as well as the Capital 
Campaign itself. We have asked members and 
leadership at NCC to participate in the 
feasibility study.  
 I would like to thank all of you in advance 
for your participation in this study.  This will help 
the Council move forward.  

Aloha and Mahalo,  
Laurie Hamano Moderator of NCC  

Special October Programs 
By Lori Yamashiro 
 Blessing of the Animals. Bring your pets 
or pictures of your pets on Sunday, October 2. 
Blessing of the animals will take place after the 
worship service, outside the sanctuary 
streamside.  

So, bring bread, and Fido, and Fluffy. 
 World Communion Sunday. Oct. 2, 
2022 is part of UCC’s World Communion 
Sunday observance, which includes Neighbors 
in Need (NIN).  NIN is a special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ that helps 
ministries of justice and compassion support 
through a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects through grants, 
which help justice work in our American 
communities. 
 We are inviting the congregation to bring 
a loaf of bread, any kind of bread, unopened in its 
original wrapper. We will be donating the bread 
to a non-profit organization that will help feed 
our sisters and brothers in the community. 
 Halloween Fun: On October 30. Come 
dressed to impress in your Halloween costume 
and you could win a prize! The Christian Nurture 
Board will be planning something for the keiki 
after the worship service. 
 Hope you can join us for some fun while 
we worship God, help our community, and take 
care of all God's creatures!
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he 
is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he 
established it; he did not create it a chaos, he 

formed it to be inhabited!): I am the Lord, and there 
is no other.  

Isaiah 45:18 

Dear God, creator of all the earth, thank you for 
your creation of our home, Planet Earth. As we see 
increased effects of climate change, such as forest 
fires, hurricanes, storms, droughts, etc. throughout 
the world, grant us the wisdom and will to act now 
to care for the earth. Surround every person affected 
by these disasters with your love and protection. We 
are thankful for the passage of national legislation 
that includes the most federal investment in history 
to fight climate change. Rather than depending only 
on the government, help each of us to act now and 
follow recommended practices to combat climate 

change. We will bless our animal friends in October 
and we thank you for the unconditional love and 

companionship they provide. Bless the unity among 
churches of all denominations as we celebrate 

World Communion Sunday.  Amen.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friends.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial 
Sybil Seto IMO Tom & Mary Oshiro 
Helen Pierce IMO Tom & Mary Oshiro 
Howard Mau IMO Bessie Kam 

Birthday Offering 
Micki Sasaki 



Altar Flowers  
 We have the altar Flower sign up chart up when 
we worship on Sunday’s If you can’t come to service 
and would like to sign up, please call or email Mairi in 
the church office.  The phone number is (808) 595-3935 
and email is nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net. 

• All spots have been filled! 

Give Aloha 
 Please make sure that you send us your 
receipt, either in the mail, with your donation, or 
email a picture of it to nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.  
The receipt must have your name and the amount 
so that we can credit the donation to the right 

person/family! 

Week of September 25: 
Huialoha Congregational Church (Maui)  
Mokuaikaua Church (Hawai'i Island)  
Kanana Fou Church (O'ahu) 
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, October 30 

Please help our volunteers 
by removing caps from 

bottles, rinsing and 
separating all containers.  

Keep labels on. Only 
HI-5¢ items are accepted. 

Proceeds go toward  
Hui Malama.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the for 

October is on the 30th.   
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October 2 (Free to Grieve): Lam 1:1-6 and Lam 3:19-26 or Ps 137 • Has 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and Ps 37:1-9 •  
2 Tim 1:1-14 • Luke 17:5-10 

October 9 (Planting Life): Jer 29:1, 4-7 and Ps 66:1-12 • 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c and Ps 111 •  
2 Tim 2:8-15 • Luke 17:11-19 

October 16 (Ask Boldly, Live Justly): Jer 31:27-34 and Ps 119:97-104 • Gen 32:22-31 and Ps 121 •  
2 Tim 3:14-4:5 • Luke 18:1-8 

October 23 (Just Worship): Joel 2:23-32 and Ps 65 • Sirach 35:12-17 or Jer 14:7-10, 19-22 and Ps 84:1-7 
• 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18 • Luke 18:9-14 

October 30 (Transforming Love): Has 1:1-4, 2:1-4 and Ps 119:137-144 • Isa 1:10-18 and Ps 32:1-7 •  
2 Thess 1:1-4, 11-12 • Luke 19:1-10 

Address Service Requested

To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email:
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.

Lectionary Readings for October

October 2022
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