
Trust and Obey 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6 

 Lately, I have found myself imagining a bit more than I usually do about 
Jesus and what his life was like.  I have found myself wondering about him 
and some of the other people we hear about in the Bible.  In fact, in my last 
sermon of 2021 I did a good deal of imagining what Jesus was like, what his 
life was like as a young person on the verge on becoming a man.  

For those of you who did not watch the video (ahem!), the passage I was reflecting on was from 
the Gospel of Luke. It was the story of how twelve-year-old Jesus left the family group traveling back 
to Nazareth after Passover and stayed behind in the Temple.  Mary and Joseph do not even notice for a 
whole day that he is not with the big extended group they were traveling with.  It then takes them 
another day to get back to Jerusalem, and another three days searching the city to find him.  

He is obedient when they find him—they do not seem to have to persuade him to come back 
with them. However, something has changed.  He has changed.  

During those five days in the Temple, I imagine Jesus experienced himself as something more 
than “the carpenter’s son.”  In choosing to leave the family group, Jesus was making a new start.  He 
was departing from childhood and advancing toward his adult self and his life’s mission.  

Did he know everything that was to happen to him at that point in his life?  
Perhaps.  However, just as he was born into the world like all other human babies, I cannot help 

but wonder if God ordained that Jesus should also know what it is like to face the future without 
knowing everything.  I would like to think that Jesus at least began his earthly sojourn in the same way 
all of us face our lives and our future: without special knowledge, but needing, instead, to rely on faith.  
I would like to think his childhood—the years before we meet him in ministry—was spent learning 
what it means to trust and obey, what it means to have faith, the joy of receiving hope, the peace of 
mind in believing in God’s love. 

To have all of these things is to have a deep and meaningful relationship with God.  And I 
wonder if he came to his loving and faith in God just as all of us come to our relationship with God—
through prayer, worship, and reflection on God’s holy word in Scripture.   

      (cont’d on page 7 - Trust)
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Thank You  
from Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii 

Aloha Pastor Jeannie, 
 Mahalo nui loa for your generous gift to the 
client Assistance Fund, to help people in need of 
mental health counseling. Your continued support 
over the years inspires us!  Please share our 
thankfulness with church members and the 
Missions Committee - we are blessed to know 
you. 

With deep appreciation, 
Rachelle Chang 

125th Anniversary Quilt 
With Great apologies to Gloria Gainsley and her 
mother, here is the corrected picture of the 125th 
Anniversary quilt that was in the December  
Caller! 

             !  

                           
White Christmas  
By Judy Keith 

 The White Christmas drive 
was a huge success this year. 
The Missions Committee 
collected $3,380 in cash and gift 
cards which were given to 
Family Promise, River of Life 

Mission, and the UCC Transition House. This is 
more than twice what was collected in 2020 and 
will go such a long way to making Christmas 
merry for countless of our neighbors here in 
Honolulu.We are so grateful for your continued 
support of the White Christmas drive. 

UCC Appeal to Aid December 
Tornado Victims 
From December 22, 2021 UCC Coconut Wireless 
 When a series of deadly tornadoes and severe 
weather swept across six states on December 10 
and 11, people of the United Church of Christ 
were quick to reach out and respond. The UCC in 
the national setting has established a Severe 
Storms 2021 appeal to collect donations. Read 
more about what the churches are doing to assist 
in the long-term recovery process and donate to 
the appeal. Select "Severe Storms 2021" from the 
drop down menu.
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

1st Sunday of the month:  
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

  2

NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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Donate to the Redemption 
House 
From December 22, 2021 UCC Coconut Wireless 
 The Institute for Human Services (IHS) 
has just opened a new home for those who were 
incarcerated, but have been released and are 
committing themselves to a life of recovery from 
drug addiction. The program, The House of 
Redemption, has a capacity of 13 beds to provide 
comprehensive services to these men. 
     The House of Redemption needs supplies for 
this new program. In particular, they need the 
following: 
• Bed Spread for (13) twin beds (13 of the 

same, matching) 
• Sheets for (13) twin beds 
• Towels, (Bath, face towels and wash 

cloths) 
• Toiletries (soap, shampoo, conditioner, 

shaving cream, shaving razors, deodorant, 
lotion, etc.) 

• House plants 
• Dishes 
• Flatware 
• Gift cards     

     If churches or individuals are looking for a 
way to bless people who have committed 
themselves to a new way of life, this is the ideal 
project to make a contribution and is in keeping 
with the holiday spirit. To donate, contact Church 
of the Crossroads and Member in Discernment 
MacArthur Flournoy, IHS Chaplain, by email at 
MacArthurF@ihshawaii.org or text his cell: 
(808) 464-7335. 

What Just Happened ?  
 by Donna Chung, M.D. 

The Covid virus mutated into the omicron 
variant. This one is many times more contagious. 
It takes approximately 2 days to double the 
number of infected people. In Hawaii, this week 
it went from over 800 cases that day to 1500 
cases today. It will continue at this rate until  

many more get vaccinations and boosters OR 
there is less gathering. If neither happen, the 
numbers will continue to double. 

The timing is bad because this is occurring two 
days before Christmas, with New Years ahead of 
us, great temptations to gather. Those who have 
had 2 vaccinations and the booster shot are 73% 
protected from the omicron variant. That means 
approximately 1/4 of people who had booster 
will still get infected with omicron covid. 
Within that one out of four becoming infected, 
Kupuna over 65 years old are more susceptible to 
be the ones becoming infected and more likely to 
become seriously ill. 

For those who wish to be absolutely safe from 
the omicron covid infection, getting the booster 
then staying with household members are the 
safest actions. When going somewhere outdoors 
where you may be within 10 feet of others or 
going indoors anywhere, wearing K95, N95 
mask, or double mask and not staying in one spot 
are best. Double mask means surgical mask 
covered by 3 ply cloth mask 

Eating at restaurants is not safe because people 
will take their masks off to eat and drink. Age 
makes a big difference in likelihood of becoming 
infected and requiring hospitalization despite full 
vaccination and booster. Certainly over 65 years 
of age but both of the aforementioned increase 
with age. High risk medical conditions will cause 
a higher severity of covid infection. 

This is what is happening now. We will quickly 
know more as more people become infected. 
There is not much that we can safely do until we 
know more about the results of omicron covid 
infections 

On the other hand, celebrating in a smaller 
setting parallels the quiet birth of Jesus in that 
stable centuries ago. May we all have a peaceful, 
joyous Christmas. 
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 

Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce, Nelson Fujinaga, Ethel Yamaguchi.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good 
work.    

2 Cor 9:8 

Dear God, as we start a new year we thank you that 
you are always with us, providing love, strength and 

guidance. Thank you for new beginnings as we 
strive to become a more missional church. Guide us 
as we partner with others and share our campus to 
help meet needs in our community. We are grateful 
for the work done by the NCC Transition Team and 
ask that you enable us to support them as they lead 

us forward. Help us to be patient, resilient and 
supportive of each other as we meet new challenges 

in 2022.  Amen 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 

members or friend.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 

included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 
love endures forever!

Memorial Offering 
Frances Miyamoto IMO May Yap, Mary Oshiro 
Dorothy Kusumoto IMO Alice Matsuwaki 
Floyd Uyehara IMO Mark Uyehara 

Birthday Offering 
Paul Yamamoto 

Thanks Offering 
Shirley Yamamoto 
Howard Ishihara



Trust 
Cont’d from pg. 1 

 I can imagine him learning to trust by listening to the story 
of his own birth—how his mother and father were both visited by 
angels who told them an amazing and beautiful story of God’s 
desire to come to live among humans, to show us all how much 
we are loved.  I can imagine the young Jesus thrilling to the story, 
but also being troubled by the danger and the violence of human 
ambition that his parents and others faced.   

At last, though, Jesus came to see God’s faithfulness, not 
only to Mary, Joseph, and him, but also to the shepherds and the 
wise ones who also came to worship and give thanks for God’s 
love.  From the lowliest even up to the highest in society, God’s gift 
is for all.  What else could young Jesus do but trust and obey?  

This past year was another very difficult one for all of us.  
As we begin 2022, we cannot know what is ahead.  What we do 
know is that God’s love is always with us.  If we can allow that 
certainty to strengthen our hearts and spirits, I believe we will have 
another year that is filled with good work being accomplished, 
God’s love being shared, and a contentment in all our lives that 
comes when we are faithful to the One who is always faithful and 
loving toward us.   

Happy New Year!  May God bless you and your family with 
health and strength.   

Grace and Peace, Pastor Jeannie 
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, Jan. 30 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 
accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.

Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a space 
available basis.  

Hawaii Foodbank 
The collection date is the first 

Sunday every month!



January 2 (Another Road): Jer 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 • Ps 147:12-20 or  
Wisd of Sol 10:15-21 • Eph 1:3-14 • Jn 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 9 (Affirmed by Love): Isa 43:1-7 • Ps 29 • Acts 8:14-17 • Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

January 16 (Extravagant Sign): Isa 62:1-5 • Ps 36:5-10 • 1 Cor 12:1-11 • Jn 2:1-11 

January 23 (Good News, Good Ways): New 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 • Ps 19 • 1 Cor 12:12-31a •  
Luke 4:14-21 

January 30 (Prophet on the Edge): Jer 1:4-10 • Ps 71:1-6 • 1 Cor 13:1-13 • Luke 4:21-30 
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