
Housing the Holy 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 
 During the last two years, most of us have spent a lot more time at home.  
Many of us have felt as if we have lived in a kind of self-imposed solitude.  
We have foregone the joy of gathering for family and other social events.  For 
a time, we even stopped going to church and singing together in worship.  
These days, we rarely greet each other with a hug or a handshake like we use 
to.  We fist bump with our masks on, and then go back to the safety of social 
distancing.   
It has been a sacrifice we have made for ourselves, for our health and well-
being, but we have also made this sacrifice for our families, and our neighbors 

and our community.  We have put the common good above self, and I want all 
of us to be proud of the patience and the faithfulness we have demonstrated through all these many 
months.   

Despite knowing that most of us would like to leave all of this behind, I also know that the 
restrictions we have lived with have taken their toll, and I wonder (and worry) about how this is going 
to impact our lives as we go forward.  You see, the life of faith, and especially Advent, is the antithesis 
to seclusion and distance.   

Advent is that moment in human history when God opened the door to human life in the most 
astonishing way.  It is that moment when God crossed over the threshold between divine and human life 
to be born into this world as a human child.  

Even more amazing is that God allowed God’s self to inhabit the life of a poor child—one who 
would not have the protections of power and prosperity.  Without these things, the child that was born 
of Mary was vulnerable to all of the threats and indignities that came with his station.  By God’s design, 
Christ came into the world without the privacy or safety that closed doors can bring.  Is it any wonder 
that both magi and shepherds were able to find and walk right in on them to worship?   

During this Advent, we will reflect on what Christ’s vulnerability can mean to us.  When we 
think of the many doors that were closed to him because he was a poor child, what thoughts or hopes 
does that inspire in us?  When we think of Jesus as an infant, or a child, let us wonder and work to open 
those doors that we can open for him and other children like him.    
 Instead of doors that we have closed to protect ourselves and others, how might we safely open 
the doors to our lives to welcome Christ who is so often to be found “in the distressing disguise of the 
poor?”  How might we shelter and nurture the holy life, the Spirit of Christ, that still lives among us?  
Where shall we find more space at our tables to welcome the strangers?        (cont’d on page  3 - Holy)
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Do you want to be a Redshirt? 
by Ben Sheets, Pastor, Lana’i Union Church 

!  
  When bible school was announced at 
Lana’i Union Church this summer, middle and 
High school students were invited to be leaders. 
 At first, many were a little hesitant.  But 
when one youth remembered the leaders from 
Nu’uanu Congregational Church’s internship 
program, they became excited and exclaimed, 
“We’re going to be the redshirts!” referring to the 
color-coded shirts the interns wore the previous 
years. 
 Beginning in 2011, Nu’uanu 
Congregational Church partnered with Lana’i 
Union Church to provide Vacation Bible School 
with the hope that new leaders from Lana’i 
Union Church would be encouraged and raised 
up to lead this ministry.  COVID-19 restrictions 
made that happen. 
 Through the hard and faithful work of a 
handful of adults and 15 youth leaders, Lana’i 
Union Church held an exciting VBS this summer 
with 25 - 30 elementary age students daily.  
Through song, story, crafts, and games, the love 
of God in Jesus for the world was shared. 
 Afterwards, some of the youth leaders 
were asked what the best and most difficult parts 
about being a leader were.  The best parts were  

“teaching the kids new things,” “just being there 
and learning more about God,” and “getting to 
lead the little ones.”  The most difficult part was 
“controlling (the kids); They were a little crazy,” 
and “making the kids listen.”  When asked if they 
were that challenging in previous years, one 
student answered with a wry smile, “Yeah, we 
were that crazy.” 
 The seeds of this ministry and partnership 
that have been planted over the past 10 years by 
numerous interns and nurtured by the Spirit, are 
now reaping a harvest here on Lana’i. 
 Blessed are the crazy ones, the energetic 
ones, the excited ones, for they will lead the 
church. 
- From the October 2021 issue of The Friend 

White Christmas 
by Judy Keith 

 Advent is just around the 
corner. We will be doing our 
White Christmas gift card 
collection each Sunday during 
Advent.  Last year we 
collected over $1,500.00 

dollars for Family Promise, River of Life 
Mission, & the Transition House. It's been a 
rough year for everyone, Let's do what we can to 
brighten the holiday for others who are in need. 
 Please mail or bring them to the NCC office.  
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse, 
open congregation of faithful Christians who 

seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community and 

congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 

Congregational Meeting.)
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November 19, 2021 

Moderator’s Desk  
The NCC Council, Boards and Committees are 
“full steam ahead” with the holidays coming and 
the in-person worship services, Advent and 
holiday card giving!  We are preparing to 
introduce the NCC congregation to the next steps 
with our organization, future partnerships and 
recommendations from the Council.  Exciting 
times are definitely ahead of us!  

By the time you get this Caller we would have 
already held our Town Hall to review the 
recommendations the Council has for the 
congregation on 11/28/2021 after our in-person 
service. For those who are unable to meet with us 
after services on 11/28, we will have another 
opportunity for you to hear what is being 
recommended for NCC on Zoom on 12/4/2021 
Saturday at 10 a.m.  More information is 
forthcoming.   

We also invited the YMCA of Honolulu staff to 
provide us a short presentation on their Winter 
Intersession that will be held on our campus on 
12/12/20-12/30. Please be here in our service to 
hear what their program is all about.   

Don’t forget our Annual Meeting is around the 
corner on January 30, 2022 and God-willing we 
hope to have the meeting in-person.  We are 
preparing for in-person as well as by ballot to be 
prepared for any changes in the mandates issued 
by the State and the County regarding the 
COVID-19.   

Again, we ask for your patience and prayers to 
move our church forward with God’s grace and 
guidance.   

Forever grateful,  

Laurie Hamano, Moderator  

Celebrating Jesus! 
by Mairi Manley 

Our Daily Bread Ministries has sent us a Special 
Edition, Celebrating Jesus: 10 Christmas 
Reflections on Christ and Community.  There’s 
an introduction done by Marvin Williams, along 
with 10 reflections from some of Our Daily 
Bread authors.   

Please come to the office and pick up one of the 
limited supply printed material! 

Holy 
cont’d from Page 1 

The idea that most appeals to me is the 
promise and the joy and baby brings into the 
world with her or him.  Perhaps God chose to 
come to us as a baby because God knew how 
babies bring a smile to just about everyone’s face
—babies are a joy.  How can we nurture and keep 
alive the joy and hope of a child among us?  How 
can we share that joy with one another?   

In short: as a congregation, but also as 
individuals, how are we equipped and called to 
“House to Holy?”  During the Sundays of Advent 
there will be an old door set-up in our Sanctuary.  
I pray that you will join me and the rest of our 
church family as we reflect on opening doors, 
closed doors, and the way in which Christ is 
waiting at our door.  He is waiting to join us as 
we rediscover the miracle and beauty of God’s 
love for us as Christ is born to us once more.   

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Jeannie Thompson 

Merry 
Christmas
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“Stitching” to Serve God 
 by Ann Ito 

  For more than three decades, NCC has been blessed by members of the 
Sew Fun group who have given generously of their creativity, talent, 
treasure  and time for worship, persons in need, fund raising and visitors.  With 
fabric and other material donated by church members and friends, as well as by 
themselves, they have enhanced worship with their many creations:  
elegant communion tablecloths, seasonal paraments for Advent (see attached 
photo) and Pentecost,  as well as thematic stoles and chasubles for pastors and 
the summer interns.  Under the superb guidance of member Minnie Kosasa and 
her daughter, Gloria Gainsley, Sew Fun created an heirloom quilt to 
commemorate the Church’s 125th (sesquicentennial ) anniversary in 2010 (see 
attached photo.)   
 The group has ministered to members, friends and visitors in medical 
crises with their comforting gifts of lap quilts in tote bags.  More recently, they 
designed distinctive quilts of appreciation for our retiring administrative 
coordinator, our departing organist (see attached photos) as well as for 
conference and church ministers.  They’ve made tote bags containing gifts and 
information for new members. They have also created items for fund raising 

including scrubbies, designer bags and kitchen towels with button straps.  They 
have provided and mended or replaced bags for the assistive listening devices to 
ensure better communication access to the worship service by our aging 
congregation.  Their yarn lei have warmly welcomed countless first time visitors 
to NCC. 
  Sew Fun currently includes six active members:  Helen Pierce 
(coordinator,) Kimi Fujioka, Alice Kimoto, Micki Sasaki, Doreen Takaki and 
Ethel Yamaguchi.  Specialty experts such as Gloria Gainsley, Bow Chu Goto, 
Carol Hamada, Katherine MacPherson and Mary Ann Saito have assisted them.   
 Though the list is regrettably incomplete, other devoted members over the 
years have included Edith Fujihara, Dawn Hayashi, Yuki Hirata, Hamako Hirota, 
Alice Ishihara (longtime coordinator,) Linda Kim, Yuriko Konno, Mildred 
Nakamura, Mary Oshiro, Sandy Satogata, Lilian Shiraki, Jane Uyechi, Lori 
Yamashiro  and unnamed others(again with apology for omission.)  
 Sew Fun members agree that while they have known great joy in giving to 

both NCC and Church Ohana and visitors in need, they have tremendously relished the gift of one 
another’s friendship, compassion and wisdom.  With a silly grin, they’ve also acknowledged their great 
delight over  “the best” snacks after meetings.  Most of the current members have served for more than 
25 years and have particularly cherished the group’s evolving, intergenerational composition.  Many 
members represent an era when someone in the family needed to sew well in order that family members 
might be sufficiently clothed. Meeting family need has created willing and highly skilled artists to help 
us worship God and serve our neighbor.   
             Sew Fun emerged from a Yarn Fun group comprised of many Nichigobu members including 
Hamako Hirota and Chisako Okada.  Yarn Fun created colorful yarn covers for tissue paper boxes and 
toilet paper rolls along with yarn decorated plastic canvas ornaments.  
 In pre-COVID times, Sew Fun met monthly.  It welcomes inquiry from those interested in 
joining this service group as well as  any  suggestions for future projects.  Email Helen 
Pierce: alamahomoe15@gmail.com.
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Ohana Ministry 
By Mae Au

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 

Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Preston Iha, 
Howard Ishihara, Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Lurline Matsumoto (sister 

of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, Fay 
Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), Barbara 
Pierce, Nelson Fujinaga, Ethel Yamaguchi.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
he favors!  

Luke 2:8-14 

Dear God, we thank you for your guidance and 
protection throughout this challenging year as it 
comes to an end. We look forward to celebrating 
Christmas and thank you for your most precious 
gift of your son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. As we 
prepare material gifts for family and friends help 
us to remember to share gifts of friendship, love 
and kindness with all. Grant us hope and peace in 

our hearts as we live each day.  Amen. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help 
you with, call one of the coordinators: 

Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  

Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 

Sybil Seto, 550-3068 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members 
or friend.  Please inform the Ohana Ministry 

coordinators if you want your name included or 
deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!
Memorial Offering 

Melvyn & Joyce Uyehara IMO Mary Oshiro 
Ruth Gushiken IMO Mary Oshiro 

Ann Yoneshige IMO Marie Yoneshige 
Kimie Fujioka IMO Nobu Fujioka, Mary Oshiro 

Patricia Katayama IMO Eileen Maeshiro 
Jacalyn Oda IMO Marie Yoneshige 

Dorothy Kusumoto IMO Bill Kusumoto 
Michael Kurokawa IMO Michael Kurokawa Jr. 

Micki Sasaki IMO Eiko Soranaka 

Birthday Offering 
Ruth Gushiken 
Clifford Lum 

Shirley Yamamoto 
Shirley Miyamoto 

Thanks Offering 
Ruth Gushiken 
George Honjiyo 
Ululani Hirohata



A Word of Thanks 
by Lori Yamashiro 
  We hope that you will join us on Sundays, whether in person or 
online, as we journey through Advent and culminate the season with a 
Christmas Eve service.  
 As you can imagine, December is probably the busiest month 
of the year for the Diaconate with a lot of behind the scenes things to 
plan and implement to enhance your worship experience. 
 And it is in this busyness that I wanted to pause to thank the 
Diaconate for the ministry they do with and for us at NCC. It is a 
daunting task every month to find hosts, ushers, and folks who can 
walk up those chancel stairs! Ensuring the communion elements are 
ready and that there's enough, planning for "special" worship services, 
trying to find the other half of the Christmas tree, the list goes on. It 
was even more challenging with the pandemic. The Diaconate also 
received a lot of support from volunteers who provided help along the 
way like the Ad Hoc Med Team, Ohana Ministries, the Trustees and 
Council members who answered the call when we needed some muscle 
and people power, etc. So thank you all and may you find hope, love, 
joy and peace this Advent season! 

Christmas Eve Service 
by Lori Yamashiro 

Yes, there will be a Christmas Eve Service! Please mark your calendar 
for 7:00pm, Friday, December 24, We're working on a format that will 
be safe and allows us to celebrate Jesus' birth "together". More 
information will be coming soon! 
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, Dec. 26 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 

caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 

containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 

accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.

Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a space 
available basis.  December 5, 2021 Is the 

next collection date!



December 5 (Make Ready): Bar 5:1-9 or Mal 3:1-4 • Luke 1:68-79 • Phil 1:3-11 • Luke 3:1-6 

December 12 (Look Forward): Zeph 3:14-20 • Isa 12:2-6 • Phil 4:4-7 • Luke 3:7-18 

December 19 (Moving with Mary’s Song): Mic 5:2-5a • Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps 80:1-7 •  
Heb 10:5-10 • Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

December 26 (Who is This Child): 1 Sam 2:18-20, 26 • Ps 148 • Col 3:12-17 • Luke 2:41-52 

Address Service Requested

To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email:
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.

Lectionary Readings for December

December 2021
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