
Being and Expectation 
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 

 I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas.  I pray that this new year will be 
one of good health, spiritual strength, courage, joy, and love for all of us—for 
all people.   
 As the New Year begins, the tradition for many people is to make the 
(dreaded) list of New Year’s Resolutions.   
 I did, too.  I stopped after a few years of being disappointed and angry with 
myself when I did not follow-through.  I usually noticed (or “faced-up to”) not 
making progress with my New Year’s Resolutions somewhere around the 

middle of February…sometimes…earlier. 
So, here was the problem: if I was going to do the things on my list in the first place, I would not 

have to put them on a list in the second place.  I would just do them.  The list, then, becomes a list of 
wistful ideas.  Things I know are good but have not really committed to doing.   

Still, a new calendar year is a good way to give ourselves a fresh start.  However, instead of a list 
of resolutions, I have found myself thinking and praying about a couple of ideas that have been shared 
with me this past month.  The first is from Jane Uyeishi, who shared a devotional from The Guideposts.  
It’s written by Jan Weeks, and suggests a “to be” list.  Ms. Weeks writes that she got her idea one Sunday 
at her church when:   

“the pastor talked about a very different kind of list:  a to-be list.  He said that most of us are so busy 
doing that we forget to be—to be kind, to be peaceful, to be centered, to be loving… 

Now, every morning before I do anything else, I start out by thinking about what I can be.  I 
can choose to be calm in the midst of drama.  I can be kind even when someone treats me unkindly.  I 
can be loving when my patience is tested.” 

The second idea that was shared with me is from Gail Wenos, and it is a practice she has come to 
follow for some time now.  Gail looks to God to give her a word or a phrase from the Bible to dwell on 
and pray about during the year.  Although she usually begins praying and thinking about this around 
October, I think we can begin this at any time of the year.  In fact, it sounded like a great way to begin 
the new year.   

This spiritual practice is Scripture based.  First, you find a verse or passage from Holy Scripture 
that resonates with you.  A good place to begin looking is the Book of Psalms.  Just start reading.   

(continued on page  2-Being)
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Being (Continued from page 1) 
Do not burden yourself with the idea that 

you have to find a Scripture!  Instead, read with 
the expectation that God will touch your heart, 
your mind, and/or your spirit with the verse or 
passage that will be most helpful for you.  From 
the Scripture you are given, allow God to inspire 
a phrase to meditate on.  It could be directly from 
the verse or passage, or it might be a thought to 
accompany it—a word or a phrase.   

When you are given your word or phrase, 
write it down along with the Scripture.  You may 
want to write it in your journal for further 
thought and prayer.  If you do not journal, tape it 
on your bathroom mirror, or on to the refrigerator
—somewhere you will see it every day.  This 
will be your word or phrase for the year.  It will 
be fine if it is from a verse you already know 
well.  It will be surprising how even a familiar 
phrase or words can come to change and deepen 
in your heart and mind as you contemplate and 
pray about them.   

Ask for illumination and insight, and 
allow yourself to expect that it will come.   

What I like about both ideas is that it asks 
us to be deliberate about each day.  Each asks us 
to think about how we are going to live through 
that day.  Each is also an opportunity to be in 
conversation with God.  However, instead of 
praying for a particular situation or person, we 
are praying for God’s guidance and assistance 
throughout the day.  We pray for God’s 
companionship throughout the day.   

However you choose to begin and live-
through this new year, I pray that 2021 will be a 
year filled with joy and strength for all of us.  I 
pray for the many who are struggling with the 
effects of the pandemic, whether it be loneliness 
and depression, or the financial strain it has 
placed on so many people.   

Most of all, I pray that your relationship 
with God will grow deeper and richer.  I pray 
this for us as individuals and as a church, and I 
look forward to our year together. 

               Grace and Peace, 
              Jeannie 

Christmas Eve 
by Lori Yamashiro 
     NCC held its first ever Christmas Eve Drive-
in Service this past Christmas. The service was 
pre-recorded and projected on a 20' X 12' screen 
that was set up against Kibo Kan and attendees 
could listen to the service on their car radio. It 
was the usual wonderful NCC Christmas Eve 
service: a Christmas pageant, singing Christmas 
carols (in our cars) and there were even (battery 
operated) candles to light when we sang Silent 
Night! 
     We were happy to see the 24 cars and 61 
people in attendance and hope that they found it 
to be a wonderful worship experience, even 
though it wasn't quite our usual service.  
On behalf of the Diaconate, thanks to all the 
scripture readers, advent candle lighters, 
musicians, cast and crew of the video pageant 
(thanks Darwin Ing for editing the pageant 
video) and to Russell Ishida for editing the entire 
video. Special thanks to Paul & Paula Yamamoto 
and Lance Goya for making the big screen idea a 
reality. 
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community 

and congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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A Christian’s Journey 
by Mae Au 

     101 years ago on November 30th, Katsuto 
“Lefty” Yasuoka was born on Kauai to immigrant 
Japanese Parents.  In honor of Lefty’s 101st 
birthday, I am sharing some highlights of Lefty’s 
Christian story. 
     Lefty began attending Waimea Christian 
Church on Kauai in the 1920’s.  At age 16, upon 
the suggestion of a neighbor, Lefty read the Holy 
Bible in it’s entirety in 12 months.  Lefty laughs 
as he admits he struggled to understand what he 
read and that he reread the passages many times 
to no avail. 

     God became real to Lefty when he and his 
two sisters became caregivers for their 
parents.Lefty’s mother passed in 1955 and his 
father followed in 1960.  Lefty believes that 
God’s presence in their lives made it possible for 
the siblings to cope with the challenges of their 
situation. 

      In 1959, Lefty moved to Honolulu.  He 
became a member of Nu’uanu Congregational 
Church in 1960.  Lefty and his dear wife were 
married at NCC in 1964.  Lefty has been a very 
active member of NCC.  He served on “the 
Board of Deacons” for one year, with the 
Trustees for three terms, and participated in yard 
work at NCC every Saturday morning from 1987 
to 1996 when the Hui Malama assumed 
responsibilities for these tasks.  Most precious of 
all are Lefty’s memories of making home visits 
to his NCC family because it allowed him to 
connect with people.. 

      Lefty believes that being Christian means 
“Be kind to everyone; and no one is your 
enemy.”  It is my honor to be one of Lefty’s 
friends.  He is an inspiration to me because he 
lives in Christ. 

Happy Birthday Lefty! 

 White Christmas 
By Judy Keith 

      We began collections 
for White Christmas back 
in the early 2000s when 
Pastor Phyllis brought the 
youth to the River of Life 
Mission where they 

learned that underwear was 
their most urgent need. People donate used 
clothing, but who donates used underwear? 
Hopefully nobody! We started by collecting 
underwear and socks.  

     Over the years this expanded to include just 
about anything that someone who is down on 
their luck might appreciate and also grew to 
include Family Promise & the UCC Transition 
House. Two years ago, the Missions Committee 
decided that gift cards would be much more 
appreciated by the recipients. This was validated 
by all three organizations, and it is ever so much 
easier for us, as well. 

     This year, NCC collected over $1,500, and 
given what a crazy year this has been, that is 
quite an achievement! There were gift cards for 
Target, Foodland, Longs, & Walmart, plus a few 
other places as well. One hundred dollars was 
distributed to the UCC Transition House, $100 
per family to the Family Promise folks, and the 
remainder, over $800, went to the River of Life 
Mission. Even when we are unable to come 
together to worship in person, we still are church 
& we are still being church. Well done!   

     If a return address was on the envelope with 
your donation, we have prepared a receipt for 
you. Let the office know if you would like one. 
The Missions Committee thanks you for your 
continued very generous support of the White 
Christmas drive. 
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Ohana Ministry 
By Marge Honjiyo

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Charlene 
Hasegawa, Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, 
Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Amy 
Nogami, Craig Oshiro, Mary Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke, and Marie Yoneshige, 
Lurline Matsumoto (sister of Masa Tabe).

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 

 Exodus 12:2 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is 
our salvation.  
Psalm 68:19

Dear God, thank you for your love, presence and 
guidance through 2020 which was a very challenging 
year and ask for your continued help in the new year. 

We are grateful for the scientists who worked 
tirelessly to develop and test two vaccines that have 

been given emergency use authorization. We pray for 
successful distribution and immunization that will 

eventually stop the ravages of COVID-19. Our nation 
will inaugurate a new president and vice president 
this month. Bless their new administration with 

wisdom and integrity as they make decisions to move 
our nation forward. And we pray for hope in an 

uncertain world.   Amen 

Happy New Year

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can 
help you with, call one of the coordinators: 
Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members 
or friend.  Please inform the Ohana Ministry 
coordinators if you want your name included or 
deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial Offering 
Lisa Wong - IMO Lily Wong 
Herbert/Yoi Endo - IMO Tatsuo, Jack, Kimie, 
Betty Endo 
Howard Ishihara - IMO Alice Ishihara 
Howard Ishihara - IMO June Ikeda, Edith 
Matsumoto, Alice Matsuwaki, Dora Yamamoto 
Carol Hamada - IMO Valerie Wilson 
Patricia Katayama - IMO Doris Fuchikami 

Floyd Uyehara - IMO Mark Uyehara 
Howard Ishihara - IMO Ruth Matsumoto 

Correction from December Caller: 
Fran Miyamoto - IMO Alice Ishihara, June 
Ikeda, Yuriko Konno, Edith Matsumoto, Alice 
Matsuwaki, Pauline Namiki, Julia Nakamura, 
Federico Pascua, Eiko Soranaka 
(Continued on page 7 - Gifts)



Family Promise 
By Judy Keith 

     Covid 19 has changed so much about how we all live our day to day 
lives & Family Promise is no exception. With more families than ever 
facing needs, Family Promise had to make the very difficult decision to 
indefinitely suspend the rotational shelter model in which we have 
participated since 2007.   
     The families are currently being housed at the Waikiki Vista Hotel 
& will be through the end of 2021. Now, instead of the families coming 
to the congregations, the congregations will be coming to the families!  
     Four weeks a year our coalition (NCC, the Unitarians, UCC Judd, & 
Scout Troop 201) will be bringing meals to the families. It is all non 
contact, with Family Promise staff serving as intermediaries. Nuuanu's 
assignment is to provide meals on February 15 & 17. At least 4 to 6 
people will be needed for each meal and your help is requested. Please 
contact Judy Keith or Sybil Seto for more details.  

Thank you! 
by Stephenie Chung 

Dear NCC Scholarship Committee, 
 Thank you so much for the scholarship! I am currently 
attending UH Manoa majoring in Ethnic studies and minoring in 
political science. I hope to attend law school. I am currently working 
with an e-discovery company, basically working with lawyers and 
helping them with their evidence for cases. I have learned so much and 
gained a lot of experience and still learning along the way.  

Thank you so much for all of the endless support, Stephanie Chung
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Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, Jan 31 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 
accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.

Deadline for 
Articles 

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 
20th of each month. 

NCC News (weekly) 
Wednesday noon.   

Articles will be edited on a 
space available basis.  

Gifts - Cont’d. from page 6 
Birthday Offering 
Shiela Knutson 
Shirley Yamamoto 

Thanks Offering 
Paula Yamamoto 
Albert Matsumoto 
Tazuko Miyashiro 
Howard Ishihara



January 3 (Another Road): Jer 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 • Ps 147:12-20 or Wisd of Sol 
10:15-21 • Eph 1:3-14 • Jn 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 10 (Defining Moments): Gen 1:1-5 • Ps 29 • Acts 19:1-7 • Mk 1:4-11 

January 17 (Known and Loved): 1 Sam 3:1-10, (11-20) • Ps 139:1-6,13-18 • 1 Cor 6:12-20 • 
Jn 1:43-51 

January 24 (Follow Me): Jon 3:1-5, 10 • Ps 62:5-12 • 1 Cor 7:29-31 • Mk 1:14-20 

January 31 (Power to Do): Duet 18:15-20 • Ps 111 • 1 Cor 8:1-13 • Mk 1:21-28 
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To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email:
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.

Lectionary Readings for January

January 2021
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