
Getting Our Outfit Together 
   By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 

 When I lived in Montana, the spaces between towns and peoples’ homes 
were often quite lengthy.  I suppose that is why it was quite natural for the 
subject of one’s vehicle to come up in casual conversations when going from 
one place to another.   
 “Is that your outfit?” I would often be asked, and the speaker would nod 
toward a wine colored 1989 Ford Taurus.   
It was.  It was assumed that my “outfit” included the standard equipment of 
the typical Montanan: a warm blanket, a shovel, a 10lb. bag of kitty litter, an 

empty 3lb. coffee can, candles, matches, and a flashlight with good batteries.  
Aside from the jack and the spare tire, all of these things were considered essential travel gear to be kept 
in the trunk of the car at all times of the year, but especially during the winter.   

As near as I could tell, the colloquialism, “outfit,” when referring to one’s vehicle and supplies, 
was a throwback to the days of the homesteaders.  Most Eastern Montanans have detailed stories of 
ancestors who came into the area and carved out a home on the vast plains and rolling buttes.  The 
ranching operations that grew out of the westward movement were often called “outfits.”  However, an 
“outfit” could also refer to what a settler might have brought with him to keep the family alive on the 
trail and would include the wagon and horses, the family Bible, a varied list of home goods, and seed to 
begin setting-up and living in the new place.   

I have always liked the image that this idea of “outfit” provokes.  I like the concept of being 
deliberate about collecting and bringing along all those things that were needed to “keep heart and spirit” 
together on what was usually a long and arduous journey, and to begin life in the new place.  Also, I 
literally like the notion of packing for the journey—of examining and reflecting on the things I will need, 
and the things I will need to discard.   

In a very real way, our church is doing this.  We are on our way to a new place.  It is not a 
physical place.  Rather, it is our movement into the future.  This is, of course, always true, this is always 
happening—when you let Christ into your life you are asking for change.  His Spirit is always nudging 
us forward; always leading us toward the open road of service and community.  The hard part is that we 
are always being led into a future that we cannot quite see right now, but which we know as the 
providence of the faithful of Christ.   

 (Continued on page 3 - Outfit)
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Rever 
Pastoral Review of  
 Jeannie D. Thompson 
by the Pastoral Evaluation Committee  
  
 The Pastoral Evaluation Committee 
comprised of Russell Ishida, Howard Mau, and 
Paula Yamamoto, was formed by the Church 
Council to create instruments in which both The 
Rev. Jeannie D. Thompson and the congregation 
would be able to contribute in the review of her 
first year of ministry at NCC.  
 The Committee first met with Moderator 
Laurie Hamano and Cherie Nakamura, past 
chairperson of Pastor Mary’s Evaluation 
Committee, to discuss the process and 
expectations on February 11, 2021. The 
Committee also reviewed a webinar hosted by 
the Hawaii Conference UCC on The Pastor as a 
Spiritual Leader and Employee. It was from this 
webinar that the pastor’s self-appraisal was 
designed. 
 The Committee met via Zoom and put 
together the congregational survey based upon 
the Pastor’s Call Description in the areas of 
Worship, Pastoral Care, Teaching, Mission, 
Administration, and Stewardship.  Pastor Jeannie 
was sent drafts of the self-appraisal and 
congregational survey for her input. The final 
self-appraisal instrument was then given to Pastor 
Jeannie to complete, and the congregational 
survey was mailed out to active members and 
active non-members. 
 The congregational survey was sent/given 
to 160 individuals – 151 members and 9 
nonmembers during the month of March. All 
were asked to respond by April 9, 2021. The 
Committee received 52 responses for a return of 
32.5%.Thank you to all who took the time and 
effort to turn in a response. Your input is valued 
and appreciated. 
  

 The responses received by the Committee 
were compiled, summarized and then sent to the 
Council for review at their May 18 meeting, 
along with Pastor Jeannie’s self-appraisal.  
Members of Council then met with Pastor 
Jeannie for a conversation on how she, and we, 
as ministers of the church, can have a more 
effective ministry together in the future. 

July Second Sunday Forum 
Featured Speaker: Mr. Malcolm Inamini 
Title: Foodbank  

  Mr. Malcolm 
Inamini will be the second 
Sunday Forum speaker in 
July.  He will share the 
mission and goals of the 
Hawaii Foodbank.  In 
addition, Mr. Inamini will 
provide constructive 

suggestions on how the 
church and the surrounding communities can 
better support Hawaii Foodbank.  We all know 
lots of $$$$ is always needed.  In addition to 
financial support, what other support is needed 
by the Hawaii Foodbank. 

Mr. Inamini will be speaking followed by 
questions in the sanctuary at 10:15 am till 11:00 
am.  We will also zoom this presentation. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 875 9989 1917 
Passcode: NuuanuCC
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community 

and congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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Food Drive            
 Missions Committee is starting the Foodbank 
collections again!   The Hawai‘i Food Bank 
collection will be held on the last Sunday of 
every month.  Our collection date will start on 
July 25, 2021.  
 Monetary donations accepted, too.  Checks 
may be made to Nu‘uanu Congregational Church 
with Hawai‘i Food Bank  on the memo line.  
Mahalo. 

Outfit
Continued from page 1

The saints who first gathered this church 
knew this.  They had very much the same history 
as the Montana homesteaders.  They went 
forward into an unknown future with little more 
than what they were able to bring with them in a 
few bags.  What they did know was that they 
needed to go forward because the Spirit is always 
leading us out to meet new people and 
circumstances.  So, they did not stay still.  They 
were inspired to go forward with Christ and build 
something new and good for future generations.  
This is the way they glorified God.   

We, too, are called to glorify God in new 
and innovative ways which we will discover as 
we listen deeply and intently to the Holy Spirit.  
We will also make new discoveries as we listen 
deeply and intently to each other—as we pray 
together, and as we share dreams and hopes, as 
we celebrate our lives with each other and with 
God, and as we give thanks.   

I hope you are as excited as I am about 
this journey and where we hope it will take us.  I 
hope you experience the same gratitude as I do 
about how God has brought us together and is 
keeping us together.   

So, God bless us all as we pray and 
continue on, and may God also bless our plans 
and our “outfit” as we go.   

 Grace and Peace 
   Pastor Jeannie 

Recognition of 2021 Graduates 
By Becky Kanenaka 

 Calling all graduates!  Nuuanu 
Congregational Church members would like to 
acknowledge and congratulate the 2021 
graduates. Sunday, July 4, 2021 is the Sunday 
that we would like to acknowledge the graduates 
in addition to the Sunday School children.  
Following worship, we will have a packaged 
lunch of a hotdog or hamburger, chips, fruit and 
bottled water. 
 Please email Mairi and Becky at 
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.com  and 
ken214@hawaii.rr.com with the name of the 
graduate, school, and whether graduate will 
attend worship.  Also, if graduate is a college 
graduate, please list his/her major. 

Recognition of Sunday School 
Children, Nine Year Olds 
by Becky Kanenaka 

Two postcards were placed in the 
Sunday bulletins from June 13th through June 
27th.  Thank you for taking the time to fill in 
your favorite scripture and why.   

During worship on July 4, Aria Chock 
and Ezekiel Wada (our two 9 year-olds), will 
be given these cards and bibles in bags that 
have been prepared for the nine year olds.  

Altar Flower Arrangements 
by Mairi Manley 

 Yay, we are back together again!  In-
Person Services started on June 6, 2021.  60 
people came to worship together on that first 
Sunday.   
 We still have open spots for the Altar 
Flower arrangements.  The sign up poster will be 
up in the sanctuary during Sunday Services.  If 
you don’t get a chance to sign up when you come 
for Sunday services, please call or email me at 
(808) 595-3935 or nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.
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NCC Strategic Plan Update 
By Susan Iha 
  
 Having received overwhelming support 
from members of the congregation, the Council 
and various board members have begun work on 
the execution of our 2021-2023 Strategic Plan.  
This initial work could be considered a discovery 
phase as we focus on re-connecting with our 
community, re-assessing our facility needs and 
planning for the future.  As part of this work, 
Pastor Jeannie and representatives from our 
Community Outreach team have begun reaching 
out to community leaders (city, neighborhood, and 
educational leaders) to obtain their perspective of 
the needs within our community.  At the same 
time, members from the council and the Facilities 
Team have been mapping out the space needs, 
current and future, for our own congregation (i.e., 
classrooms, meeting rooms, etc.).  And finally, 
work continues to determine the feasibility of 
sharing administrative space with the Hawaii 
Conference Foundation on our NCC property.  
 This discovery phase brings both 
excitement and questions and we understand you 
are anxious to learn what is happening.  At this 
time, we would like to request your patience to 
allow us time to finish gathering information.  
Once we have completed this initial outreach we 
will share with the congregation what we have 
learned.  For now, please keep the Council and 
Transition Team in prayer so that God continues to 
guide us and keep us focused on GOD’S plans for 
NCC.  

Feel free to contact Susan Iha 
(siha001@hotmail.com) or members of the 
Council if you have questions about the Strategic 
Plan. 

Stewardship of Presence 
by Lori Yamashiro 

 I had a co-worker who had been battling 
cancer for many years. When I first met her, she 
was in remission. A few years later, it came back 
with a vengeance. My friend loved her job and 
her coworkers so coming to work was her reason 
for getting up every morning. Knowing this, the 
company was very accommodating and did what 
they could to allow her to continue to work. One 
night, she fell at home and was taken to the 
hospital.  
 Everyday after work, I would go to visit 
her. I’d tell her what happened at the office and 
would kid her about the good looking male nurse 
who was assigned to her. Sometimes we’d run 
out of things to talk about and sit in silence, 
which made me feel uncomfortable so I’d start 
babbling about some inane thing. One night, as I 
was babbling, she looked at me and said, “could 
you please just shut up and just sit there?”  
What?!? She said, “We don’t have to be 
constantly talking. Sometimes just your being 
here is all I need.” 
 Being present for someone doesn’t 
require us to fix things or make someone feel 
better. Being present for someone means that all 
your attention is on the person. Being present for 
someone is sometimes simply being there and not 
having to say a word. How have you been a 
presence to someone in need? When someone is 
talking to you, are you looking at your phone or 
thinking what you need from Longs? How has 
someone been present for you? We are often 
gifted with opportunities to be there for someone. 
Don’t miss it! 
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Ohana Ministry 
By Marge Honjiyo

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Charlene 
Hasegawa, Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, 
Leslie Lum, Craig Oshiro, Mary Oshiro, 
Matthew Stucke,  Marie Yoneshige, Lurline 
Matsumoto (sister of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, 
Stephen Crosier, Fay Matsuura (Friend of 
Clifford Lum), Barbara Pierce, Nelson 
Fujinaga.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles, they shall walk and not faint. 
  Isaiah 40:31

Dear God, thank you for your love and constant 
presence and for providing us with strength and 

guidance as we face our daily schedules, 
responsibilities and difficult situations. Help us to 
be confident in trusting that you will walk with 
us. As we celebrate July 4th, we pray for our 

nation in these uncertain times. Bless our leaders 
with wisdom, integrity and a spirit of cooperation 

as they make decisions that affect all of us. We 
pray for continued successful efforts in our 

national vaccination program against COVID-19.  
Amen

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can 
help you with, call one of the coordinators: 
Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 
members or friend.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial Offering 
Shirley Yamamoto IMO Clyde Yamamoto 
Ululani Hirohata IMO Milton Hirohata 
Grace Wakugawa IMO Kazuo Tomasa 
Charlotte Nakamura IMO Milton Hirohata 
Charlotte Nakamura IMO Yoko Asada 
Cheryl Chock IMO Yoko Asada 
Cheryl Chock IMO Milton Hirohata 
Cherie Nakamura IMO Yoko Asada 
Cherie Nakamura IMO Yoko Asada 

Ethel Yamaguchi IMO Alice Ishihara 
Florence Mukai IMO Yoko Asada 
Eric & Karen Kim IMO Shigeko Takamatsu 

Birthday 
Frederick Takara 
Dorothy Kusumoto 
Albert Matsumoto 
(Cont’d on page 7)
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Christmas in July 
By Judith Keith 

Every July Nuuanu Congregational Church takes up a 
collection for Christmas in July. This money goes to 
fill grant requests for emergency aid for retired 
ministers and lay church workers in the United 
Church of Christ. Typically the requests come 
from individuals who have retired from small 
churches with limited means. However, this year 
grant requests have skyrocketed due to the 
Covid pandemic, with requests coming from 
larger churches as well. The need is acute and 
urgent. The typical grant request is for two 
thousand dollars. Ninety five cents of each dollar 
raised goes directly to those needing help. Please support the Christmas 
Fund as generously as you are able when we take up the collection on 
July 25, 2021. 

Extra envelopes will be available on Sunday’s at Worship Services. 

Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 
NCC News (weekly) 

Wednesday noon.   
Articles will be edited on  
a space available basis.  

Special Gifts Cont’d 
Thanks 
Kimie Fujioka 
Frederick Takara 

Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items by 
Sunday, July 25 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 
accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.
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July 4 (Sent With Power): 2 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10 and Ps 48 • Ezek 2:1-5 and Ps 123  • 2 Cor 
12:2-10 • Mk 6:1-13 

July 11 (God-Inspired Joy): 2 Sam 6:1-5, 12b-19 and Ps 24 • Amos 7:7-15 and Ps 85:8-13 •  
Eph 1:3-14 • Mk 6:14-29 

July 18 (Wherever You Are): 2 Sam 7: 1-14a and Ps 89:20-37 • Jer 23:1-6 and Ps 23 • Eph 
2:11-22 • Mk 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 25 (God’s Abundance Presence): 2 Sam 11:1-15 and Ps 14 • 2 Kings 4:42-44 and Ps 
145:10-18 • Eph 3:14-21 • Jn 6:1-21 
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