
Come, Holy Spirit          
By Pastor Jeannie Thompson 

 On May 23th, we will celebrate 
Pentecost.  If we were worshipping in our 
Sanctuary, I would invite you all to wear 
something bright red to worship that 
morning.  I would distribute tambourines 
and other noise makers, and we would sing 
songs to jubilantly welcome the Holy Spirit.   
 Pentecost is often referred to as “the 

Birthday of the Church.”  It is the Sunday we remember and 
commemorate the morning the Spirit came into the world and made its 
home among and within us.  In worship, we usually hear the passage 
from the book of Acts [chapter 2] that describes how the Apostles had 
gathered to wait for Christ’s promise to be fulfilled, and how the Spirit 
swept in like the rush of a mighty wind.  We usually hear with wonder 
how each person the Spirit touched seemed to have little flames 
dancing above their heads.   

What amazes and humbles me is that the Spirit gave this 
experience to each one there, but it also gave the experience to the 
whole group, too.  That is, the flames of the Spirit was a gift to each 
but it was a gift that brought each person closer to the other because it 
also brought to all the ability to understand each other no matter what 
language each was speaking.   

The thing is: although this made communication easier, it did 
not change the differences there were among people, it did not change 
their situation or their history—what it did was break down old barriers 
that kept people apart.  And in so doing, it changed their future.   
            In these days of ever widening experiences of wealth, 
opportunity, access, and power, I wonder if we still dare to welcome 
such a gift?  Are we still as eager to listen and to hear one another as 
we speak from our hearts?   
 (Continued on page - 2, Spirit)

Nu‘uanu Caller is a monthly publication of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, founded in 1885 and organized in 1892 
(United Church of Christ, a 1957 union of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Churches).   
Rev. Jeannie Thompson, Pastor; Mairi Manley, Administrative Coordinator; Nelson Fujinaga, Custodian; Le Huynh, 
Groundskeeper & Security.   
Web site:  nuuanu.org • Email:  nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net • Phone:  (808) 595-3935 

NU‘UANU CALLER
A monthly newsletter of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church

2651 Pali Highway ∗ Honolulu, HI 96817

VOL. 64, NO. 5 MAY 2021

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
by Samuel Longfellow, 1892 

Holy Spirit, truth divine, 
dawn upon this soul of mine; 
Voice of God and inward light, 
wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

Holy Spirit, love divine, 
glow within this heart of mine. 
Kindle every high desire, 
purify me with your fire. 

Holy Spirit, power divine, 
fill and nerve this will of mine. 
Boldly may I always live, 
bravely serve, and gladly give. 

Holy Spirit, law divine, 
reign within this soul of mine. 
Be my law, and I shall be 
firmly bound, forever free. 

Holy Spirit, peace divine, 
still this restless heart of mine. 
Speak to calm this tossing sea, 
grant me your tranquility. 

Holy Spirit, joy divine, 
gladden now this heart of mine. 
In the desert ways I sing - 
spring, O Living Water, spring!
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William and Jean Wood 
Scholarship Fund 

By Mae Au 

 The Nuuanu Congregational Church's 
Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce 
the availability of scholarship forms for the 
school year 2021 to 2022 for the  
William and Jean Wood Scholarship Fund. 
 The instructions and applications are 
available in the NCC office from Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. or online at nuuanu.org – under 
Resources then Nu‘uanu Scholarships. 
 Completed applications must be 
postmarked by May 31, 2021 or turned into the 
office by 4 p.m. on May 28, 2021. 
 Please call Mairi Manley at 
(808)595-3935 or email her at 
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net with any questions  
        
Strengthen the Church 
by Sybil Seto 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports 
the expansion of ministry and growth 
of UCC local congregations. Your support of this 
offering will help the UCC fulfill on its 
commitment to creating a just world for all by 
investing in new ministries and practices that 
meet the emerging needs of local communities.   

The offering will be collected on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23, 2021.   
Checks may be written to Nu’uanu 
Congregational Church with “Strengthen the 
Church” in the memo line.  

Spirit 
Continued from Page 1 

Are we still eager to be blessed with a Spirit that 
insists on bringing us together, insists that we 
belong together?  Finally, are we willing to speak 
the truth to each other in love.  Will we honor the 
Spirit by committing ourselves to speaking and 
listening to each other?   

In 1892, Samuel Longfellow, wrote the 
song printed on this page.  It is an invitation to 
the Holy Spirit.  The song prayed for the Spirit to 
clear away his own will and replace it with a new 
understanding of God’s will.  He prayed for 
holiness and purity, courageous servanthood, 
obedience to God’s rule, peace and restfulness, 
and the experience of joy.  In short, the writer 
believed in and invited a Spirit whose attributes 
will result in a more vibrant life of faith and 
faithfulness.  He prayed for the Spirit to remake 
his life and his future.   

I look forward to Pentecost Sunday, and I 
hope you will, too.  I hope that we will—all 
together—welcome the Holy Spirit and what it 
can and will do within and among us.  Whether 
together or scattered, I hope we will sing with 
real gladness this prayer for a truly bright and 
lively life together in the Spirit.   

So, come, Holy Spirit! Come!   
Grace and Peace,  Pastor Jeannie 
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community 

and congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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April 23, 2021    

From the Moderator’s Desk  

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

We have sent you the Strategic Plan, talked to you 
via the Zoom Town Hall meeting as well as seen 
in-person a few more friends and members to 
discuss the Strategic Plan, get your comments to 
bring it to the Strategic Plan Team.   

We are focused on reviewing the comments and 
suggestions with the Strategic Planning Team and 
will send the draft to the NCC Council for their 
approval.  What happens next is the most 
important piece – Your review and vote on the 
Strategic Plan. We hope to have the plan and 
ballots to you by the second week in May. We 
need everyone’s participation and vote.  

FINANCIAL NOTES:  

As I mentioned to you in the previous Caller, we 
received the first Payroll Protection Program loan 
of $42,390.00 last year because of the losses in 
revenue.  What is important here is that we applied 
for the “forgiveness” of this loan which becomes a 
grant where we would not have to pay the loan 
back. The application for the forgiveness of the 
loan was done on April 5, 2021 and we have been 
APPROVED FOR THE “FORGIVENESS” of 
this PPP loan.   

NCC was found eligible for the second PPP loan 
forgiveness program and we applied for this on 
February 23, 2021 and we received $32,757.  We 
have received a total of $75,147 in PPP funds to 
help cover payroll and benefits for our NCC Staff 
for parts of 2020.  

The second application for the PPP loan 
forgiveness has yet to be sent to the recipients of 
this second loan.  Again, we will apply for the 
forgiveness as we have done in the first loan  

process. Please pray for a second approval for this 
forgiveness for the church.  

THANK YOUS:  

Once again, I want to thank all of the Boards 
(Trustees, Diaconate, Christian Nurture, Missions) 
and Council members and officers for their 
absolute faith in the work being done with God’s 
Guidance for NCC.  We also have the Pastor 
Evaluation Committee who have worked on the 
evaluation on behalf of Pastor Jeannie and the 
Scholarship Committee who will be reviewing 
scholarship applications soon. And many thanks to 
the Green Day Committee being chaired by our 
super-competent Chair Becky Kanenaka and her 
Missions Gang!!  She is teaching us that there are 
other ways of doing this event!   

Lastly, many thanks to Pastor Jeannie for working 
and guiding us as we traverse through Covid -19 
and ready all of us to return to in-person worship 
soon.  

Keep all of us in your prayers and we pray to see 
you all soon in worship services!!  

Mahalo,  

Laurie Hamano Moderator  

2021 Green Day Plant Sale 
by Mairi Manley 

There are some plants left from the Green Day 
Plant sale on April 24, 2021.  They can be viewed 
on the home page of Nu’uanu Congregational 
Church’s website, nuuanu.org. 

Please email Becky Kanenaka at hiken214@ 
gmail.com or Mairi Manley at 
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.com.  We will accept cash 
or checks for payment, which is due at pick up.
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Ohana Ministry 
By Marge Honjiyo

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley, Carol Hamada, Charlene 
Hasegawa, Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, 
Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Craig 
Oshiro, Mary Oshiro, Matthew Stucke,  
Marie Yoneshige, Lurline Matsumoto (sister 
of Masa Tabe), Rick Au, Stephen Crosier, 
Fay Matsuura (Friend of Clifford Lum), 
Barbara Pierce, Nelson Fujinaga.

Prayer Corner 
By Lori Yamashiro 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The 
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. God does not faint or grow 
weary; God’s understanding is unsearchable. 

God gives power to the faint and strengthens the 
powerless. Isaiah 40: 28-29. 

God of strength and mercy, we sometimes find 
ourselves in situations where we feel powerless. 

Sometimes, we just don’t think we have the 
strength to go on. We turn to you to help us 
through, to remind us that we are not alone. 

Thank you for family and friends who pray with 
and for us, who support us, and who are vessels 
of your love. We especially give thanks for our 

mothers and for those who have been like 
mothers to us. Sometimes we forget how blessed 
we are, to be called your children, to be recipients 
of your motherly love. Remind us and empower 

us to share your love and compassion with others. 
Amen. 

GOD BLESS MOTHERS!

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can 
help you with, call one of the coordinators: 
Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 
members or friend.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Memorial Offering 
Shirley Yamamoto IMO Pauline Namiki 
Tazuko Miyashiro IMO Tasuku & Roy Miyashiro 
Albert Matsumoto IMO Edith Matsumoto 
Kimie Fujioka IMO Nobu Fujioka 
Carol Chung IMO Edith Matsumoto 
George Naito IMO Milton Hirohata 

Birthday 
Taichi Nomi 
Frances Tagami 
Patricia Katayama 



Stewardship of Hope 
By Lori Yamashiro 

 NCC’s Strategic Plan is exciting! It’s big!  
And, it is hopeful!  
 The Strategic Plan helps us envision something better for our 
church, for our community. The Plan gives us hope that God is calling 
us to something greater in our future.  
 And that is what’s exciting about the Strategic Plan. We have a 
plan that brings hope not just to the church but to the community. We 
have a Plan that will carry on the legacy of our church forefathers and 
foremothers who, with God’s help, hoped to make the world a better 
place.  
 Our generosity is an expression of hope. It is an act of hope. 
We give generously because we know that God is calling us to 
something good and to do some good. We don’t have to be fearful 
with our resources because we know that if we do whatever we’re 
able to with an open heart and open hands, it will not only benefit 
those around us, but us as well. 
 So let’s be good stewards of hope. Let’s support this Strategic 
Plan and give generously of ourselves, our prayers and our gifts.   
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Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 
NCC News (weekly) 

Wednesday noon.   
Articles will be edited on a space 

available basis.  

Wear a mask! 
Cover your nose and mouth 

Wait 6 feet apart! 
Avoid close contact 

Wash your hands! 
Or use hand sanitizer
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items by 
Sunday, May 30 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 
accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.



May 2 (Abiding in Love): Acts 8:26-40 • Ps 22:25-31  • 1 Jn 4:7-21 • Jn 15:1-8 

May 9 (Friends Together): Acts 10:44-48 • Ps 98 • 1 Jn 5:1-6 • Jn 15:9-17 

May 16 (Guided in Prayer): Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 • Ps 1 • 1 Jn 5:9-13 • Jn 17:6-19 

May 23 (Sprit for All): Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14 • Ps 104:24-34, 35b • Rom 8:22-27 or  
Acts 2:1-21 • Jn 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

May 30 (Mysterious Encounter): Isa 6:1-8 and Ps 29 • Rom 8:12-17 • Jn 3:1-17  
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