
Wally’s Window 
By Pastor Wally Ryan Kuroiwa, Transitional Pastor 

As I put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard), I have begun the process of 
clearing my office here at the pastor’s office. Many of the bookshelves were 
occupied by books left by predecessors for whoever accepted the high 
calling of leadership here at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church. 

As I did so, it reminded me of the many offices I have occupied over fifty 
plus years of ministry. Some were small-ish, offering bare bones 
accommodations. Others allowed me room to spread out the many books I 
had accumulated over the years.  

The reality that this is the last office I will occupy has begun to set in. But it is more than a space 
in which to set my books, robes, and stoles. I am reminded of the couples whom I have counseled 
as they looked forward to their wedding; individuals or families grieving over the loss of a loved 
one; meetings with congregational leaders making difficult decisions; persons who have lost their 
way. I thank God for every memory. 

I want to leave on a final word of deep gratitude for the privilege of serving and serving with you. 
I can’t think of a better way to conclude a life of ministry!  

Mahalo, Pastor Wally! 

We extend our deep appreciation and aloha to Pastor Wally as he concludes his ministry with us on 
Sunday, March 15. We are grateful for his ministry, insights, wry sense of humor and of course, his golf 
stories. We wish him all the best as he returns to retirement and more golfing. Mahalo, Pastor Wally!  

An Aloha luncheon will be held after the morning service on March 15. Please join us, so you will be 
able to extend your personal mahalo to Pastor Wally!
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Lent and Easter Services 

April 5 Palm Sunday Service/ 
 Cantata, 9 a.m. 

April 9 Maundy Thursday  
 Service, 6 p.m. 
 Soup Supper, 5 p.m. 

April 10 Good Friday Service,  
 6 p.m. 

April 12 Easter Service,  
 9 a.m. 

Easter Cantata - Apr. 5 

Under the direction of Russell Ishida, the 
Chancel Choir will be presenting a gift of music, 
“Were You There?,” an Easter musical created by 
Dave Clark, on Palm Sunday, April 5, at 9:00 
a.m.  

“Walk along side Simon of Cyrene down the Via 
Dolorosa. [Hear] the sounds he heard and [feel] 
the pain he felt, and [may your heart be] changed 
by the cross.” (Excerpt from Brentwood-Benson 
Music Publications.) 

Lori Takeyama-Goshi, rehearsal accompanist; 
Mary Ann Saito, narrator; Russell Ishida and 
Paula Yamamoto, soloists. 

All-Church Clean Up - Apr. 4 

Save the date! The all-church clean 
up will be held on Saturday, April 
4, 2020, starting at 8:30 a.m. Many 
hands are needed to spruce up the 
church in preparation for Easter. 
Lunch will be provided by the Board of Trustees. 

William and Jean Wood 2020 
Scholarship Applications 

Undergraduate applications for the 2020 
William and Jean Wood Scholarship are being 
accepted for those who will be attending a 
university, college, and/or institution of higher 
learning.  Applicants must be a member, a 
relative, or friend of a member of Nu‘uanu 
Congregational Church. Applications may be 
obtained from the Nu‘uanu Congregational 
Church web site (www.nuuanu.org) or office.   

*Note:  All applications and supporting 
documents (references, official transcripts, etc.) 
must be received together in one packet by 
Thu., April 30, 2020 (postmarked) or (hand 
delivered to church office by 4 p.m.) as 
specified in the instructions.  Incomplete 
application packets received will not be 
considered.
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
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NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community 

and congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)

http://www.nuuanu.org
http://www.nuuanu.org
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Gearing Up for Green Day VII 

      There are less than 50 days 
before Ulu Wai Ministry’s Green 
Day VII happens on April 18, 
2020, from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
All proceeds will go to Ulu Wai’s 

Missions Ministry which supports God's love and 
care for the hungry and needy, for the earth, for 
our community, and for the next generation. 

       We know you faithful resourceful members 
and friends have already started to put aside the 
following items.  Start bringing them to church 
on the designated dates below: 
On Sundays …  March 1st, March 8th, and 
March 15th  bring: 
1. Clean plastic gallon size (or smaller) garden 

pots 
2. Tillandsia type small air plants to church.  

Leave them outside under the blue pew 
nearest the office. 

Starting April 12 bring: 
1. Rummage Sale items:  new to gently used 

kitchen and household items such as utensils, 
pots ‘n pans, books, toys, small working 
appliances, electronic devices, personal use 
items etc. but NO CLOTHING OR SHOES.  
Place them on the mauka end of Kosasa Hall. 

2. One gallon – five gallon size containers 
which can hold water for water garden plants 

3. Clean, gently used shopping bags for our 
customers to take home their goodies 

4. Potted Plants should be put outside in the 
back of Kosasa Hall  

5. Water plants and grasses 
6. Red wiggler worms (April 12th) 

      Waterless carwash tickets are now being sold 
for Green Day VII.  Your car will be vacuumed 
too! Get them from any Missions Committee 
member. In order to make Green Day VII 
happen, we need volunteers to work as cashiers, 
security people, workers and watchers in 
different areas. Please lend a hand and sign up 
with Becky to come and help make it a success. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
By Joyce Uyehara, Missions Committee 

This year’s theme for One Great Hour of Sharing 
is “Together We Make A Difference.” This UCC 
Special Missions Offering will be taken on 
March 22. OGHS focuses on three areas: 
Refugees, Disasters and Development.  
Your gifts help organizations assist with refugees 
with a safe place to rest and food to eat. They 
help resettle refugees in our cities and 
neighborhoods. In addition to helping them 
resettle, UCC works with Congress to protect the 
resettlement program and advocate for their 
rights and asylum.  

Examples of recent disaster reliefs are: Aid to the 
victims of earthquake and typhoon in the 
Philippines, combatting the brush fires in 
Australia, aid to victims of Hurricane Dorian in 
North Carolina and something in the daily news, 
the Coronavirus crisis. OGHS is providing face 
masks and other medical supplies to China. 

Clean water is something we take for granted 
here, but it is not available everywhere. Through 
OGHS, the skills to make it a reality for others 
are provided. With clean water, they are able to 
plant food and grow livestock. The excess food 
they produce is sold and other necessities are 
purchased. With the extra money, they are 
able to go to school. Because of your generosity, 
boys and girls can escape poverty and 
build a better life for the next generation. 

Altar Flower Chart 
  
Want to celebrate a special occasion or honor a 
loved one? Why not do it with a floral 
arrangement for the sanctuary. Sign up on the 
flower chart or call the church office. The 
following dates are open: 
March 29, April 5, 26, May 3, 17, 31, June 14 
July 12, 19, October 4, November 15, December 
13. 
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Corona Virus 
By Judy Keith, Parrish Nurse 

People are worried about the corona virus. At this 
time, there are no reports of anyone infected with 
the novel corona virus, also known as COVID 
19, in our state. The CDC has stated that it is not 
possible to prevent the virus from entering our 
country. Like any influenza, it is difficult to 
confine the spread of this new disease, so we 
should be prepared for cases to develop locally.  
There is much we do not know about this new 
virus, but it appears to behave like other 
influenzas. It is spread with close contact (less 
than six feet) by droplets from an infected 
person’s coughs or sneezes. It is also likely 
spread by surface contamination, when someone 
touches an object that was touched by an infected 
person and then touches their eyes, nose, or 
mouth.	
 	
What can we do to protect ourselves?  Current 
recommendations from the CDC and Hawaii's 
Department of Health focus on common health 
practices that are encouraged every year during 
flu season. Most importantly, wash your hands 
frequently for at least 20 seconds with soap and 
water or use hand sanitizer. Carry hand sanitizer 
for when you are not at home. Avoid contact with 
people who are obviously ill. Clean surfaces with 
antiseptic wipes.	
 	
The CDC doesn’t recommend using masks at this 
time. Should COVID 19 become prevalent, 
masks are recommended for people who are ill. 
Both masks and hand sanitizers are in short 
supply locally. It is unclear whether the n95 
masks provides more protection than the yellow 
masks you may have seen people wearing in the 
community. Look for n95 masks online, although 
they are on back order on many sites. They are 
marketed for use against dust and smoke and 
may not protect against viruses. They need to be 
carefully fitted and should be replaced daily, 
though some brands indicate they are washable 
and reusable. Having ill people wear masks is 

more important for preventing transmission of 
disease than healthy people wearing masks.	
  
The State DOH has recommended that people be 
prepared for the possible need to quarantine for 
up to 14 days. So storing food and water, which 
you should already have with your hurricane 
preparedness supplies, is a good idea. 

Other things to know about COVID 19:	
• Many people, especially children, appear 

to have light cases of COVID 19, with 
symptoms like the common cold.	

• Elderly people and those with preexisting 
lung problems (smokers, people with 
emphysema) are at more risk of 
developing serious cases of the disease.	

• It is too early to accurately predict fatality 
rates, but it currently looks like it will be 
around 1 - 2%. This is serious, but much 
less so than SARS or MERS.	

Everyone is worried about COVID 19. It is new, 
appears to be highly contagious, and is not yet 
well understood. What we do know is that we are 
much more at risk for contracting the flu than 
COVID 19. Every year, the flu kills thousands of 
Americans. So far COVID 19 has killed 2,772 
people world wide. The flu killed 61,000 
Americans in 2017-2018. So we have much more 
to fear from the flu than from COVID 19.  This 
year there have been an unusually high number 
of flu cases in Hawaii. If you haven't received 
your flu shot yet, get it now. While not 100% 
effective, it will decrease your chances of getting 
the flu and lessen the severity if you do get sick. 
If you experience flu like symptoms, see your 
health care provider right away. Anti-viral drugs 
are available that will lessen symptoms and 
duration if taken with 48 hours of first symptoms.	
 	
The CDC website, www.cdc.gov, is a good place 
to check on the constantly changing information 
about COVID 19.  Don’t panic, and keep 
washing those hands!
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http://www.cdc.gov/
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Scout Sunday 
Troop 201 

Feb. 9, 2020 
Photos courtesy of  
Lance Goya and  
Paula Yamamoto



Birthday Offering 
Howard and Barbara Mau 
George Saito 
Kimie Fujioka 

Thanks Offering 
Ululani Hirohata 
Scouts Troop 201 
Mildred Nakamura

Ohana Ministry 
By Marge Honjiyo

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, 
Marcia Grimsley (Sheila Knutson’s sister), 
Carol Hamada, Charlene Hasegawa, 
Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, Michael 
Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Ethel Nitta, Amy 
Nogami, Mary Oshiro, Federico Pascua, 
Bertha Shinagawa, Matthew Stucke, and 
Marie Yoneshige.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart 
take courage; wait for the Lord! Psalm 27:14

Dear God, in this lenten period, help us as we 
attempt to grow in our relationship with you and 
to strengthen our commitment to follow the 
teachings of Jesus. When we are discouraged, 
give us confidence as we put our trust solely in 
you. Thank you for your ever-present and 
unfailing love, and help us to share it with others. 

Guide the world’s health-care leaders as they 
work together to contain and stop the spread of 
COVID-19 before this epidemic becomes a global 
pandemic. We especially pray for China where 
over 70,000 people have been stricken and over 
2,000 have died. Enable the scientists who are 
working to develop a vaccine. Amen.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can 
help you with, call one of the coordinators: 
Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Nu‘uanu Caller, March 2020              Vol. 63, No. 3

6

Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 
members or friend.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.



Letter from Grant Lee 
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Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 
NCC News (weekly) 

Wednesday noon.   
Articles will be edited on a 

space available basis.  

Food Drive 
 In keeping with Missions 
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank 
collection is held on the last 
Sunday of every month.  For the 

months of October, we 
collected 63 lbs. of 
assorted food items.  
Our next collection 
will be March  29,  
2020. Monetary 
donations accepted, 
too.  Checks may be made to 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church 
with Hawai‘i Food Bank  on the 
memo line.  Mahalo.

2020 Refreshments 
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up) 

January - Church Council 
February - Missions 
March - Sew Fun 
April - Board of Trustees 
May - Nichigobu Support Group 
June - Board of Christian Nurture 
July - Board of Christian Nurture 
August - Chancel Choir 
September - Diaconate 
October - Finance 
November - Open 
December - Open 

Please dispose all trash into the 
dumpster.  Mahalo!
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Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, Mar. 29 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Keep labels 
on. Only HI-5¢ items are 
accepted. Proceeds go 
toward Hui Malama.
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March 1  (Abundant Grace): Gen 2:15-17; 3:1-7 • Ps 32 • Rom 5:12-19 • Matt 4:1-11 

March 8 (Bold Blessing): Gen 12:1-4a • Ps 121 • Rom 4:1-5, 13-17 • John 3:1-17 or Matt 
17:1-9 

March 15 (Thirsty Voices):  Ex 17:1-7 • Ps 95 • Rom 5:1-11 • John 4:5-42 

March 22 (Restored): 1 Sam 16:1-13 • Ps 23 • Eph 5:8-14 • John 9:1-41 

March 29 (Breath of Hope): Ezek 37:1-14 • Ps 130 • Rom 8:6-11 • John 11:1-45 
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