
Wally’s Window 
By Pastor Wally Ryan Kuroiwa, Transitional Pastor 

Hawai’i Community Foundation, whose mission is to “ help people make a difference by inspiring the 
spirit of giving and by investing in people and solutions to benefit every Island community, ” recently 
sent me and Jayne its annual magazine, Hawaii Gives Back. It highlighted individuals who have done or 
are doing good work throughout Hawai’i. As I was glancing through the book, I came across a familiar 
face. It was Dwayne Steele. Dwayne was a dear friend, one whose company and wisdom I truly enjoyed. 
I remember the last time I saw Dwayne was on a New Year’s Eve just before Dwayne succumbed to 
cancer. I was already in Cleveland working for the United Church of Christ’s denominational offices. 
Dwayne had asked if I could return to do the wedding ceremony for his son, Aito. Aito wanted to have 
the wedding as soon as possible, knowing his father did not have much time left in this life. It was an 
honor and privilege, I told Dwayne. It was the last time I saw him. 

The article described him as a quiet person who did not seek the spotlight when he expressed his 
generosity in so many ways. I remember him that way, too. Dwayne and Marti, his wife, became 
members during my tenure here in the 1990s He did not express his generosity indiscriminately, but only 
to organizations whose values he wholeheartedly supported. Our church was one.  

What about you? Do you believe in what NCC is doing in seeking to fulfill God’s mission for us? If you 
do, are you willing to support our community of faith as it seeks to live out its life, following God’s call? 
Will you do so with your time and effort? Your financial support? This year will be a critical one, as we 
look forward to the possibility of a new settled pastor working with us. We will try to discern, under her 
leadership, and working with Josh Hayashi, on where God is leading us. We need you to be there with 
us. It will truly be exciting! 
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Annual Congregational 
Meeting - January 26, 2020 
By Laurie Hamano, Moderator 

The annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday,  
January 26, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. Members are required to sign in prior 
to the meeting, and only active NCC members 
may vote. Child care services will be provided. 
Lunch will be available once the meeting has 
adjourned. 

The tentative agenda is: 
• Call to Order 
• Introductions and Adoption of Meeting Rules 
• Approval of the January 27, 2019 Annual  
•  Meeting Minutes 
• Election of 2020 Officers 
• Approval of 2020 Budget 
• Adjournment 

Any additions to the agenda were to have been 
submitted to the Moderator by December 13, 
2019, according to HRS section 414D-111(d). 

2020 Altar Floral Chart 

Honor a loved one or celebrate 
a special occasion with a floral 
arrangement for our Sunday 
worship services. Sign up on 
the flower chart or call the 
church office to reserve your 
date. The chart may be found on the fellowship 
lanai on Sundays. 

Meet and Welcome Pastor 
Jeannie! 
Rev. Jeannie D. Thompson, who is recommended 
by the Search Committee and the Council to be 
called as our next pastor, will be visiting NCC on 
the weekend of January 17-19, 2020.  All 
members are cordially invited to a “Meet-and-
Greet” and potluck luncheon on Saturday, 
January 18th, at 11:30 a.m.  Rev. Thompson will 
preach the next day, Sunday January 19th, at 9:00 
a.m.  Immediately following the service, a 
Special Membership Meeting will be convened 
to take a membership vote on the question of 
whether to call Rev. Thompson to become the 
next settled pastor of NCC.  Members are 
required to sign in prior to the meeting, and only 
active NCC members may vote. More details will 
be forthcoming in a letter and Notice of Special 
Meeting that will be mailed to all members 
shortly.  Please plan to attend both events.  
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Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
1st Sunday of the month:  

9:00 a.m. Communion Service

2

NCC’s Vision Statement 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a 
diverse, open congregation of faithful 
Christians who seek to: 
• affirm all persons as children of God; 
• respond to the needs of the community 

and congregation; 
• respect all views and ideas; 
• make and nurture disciples; and 
• spread God’s word using our talents and 

resources. 
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special 
Congregational Meeting.)
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End of An Era - Demolition of Hale Ohana 
Photos by Lori Takeyama-Goshi and Paula Yamamoto 

A De-Commissioning Service was held on December 15, 2019. Pastor Wally Ryan Kuroiwa officiated 
the service with Paul Yamamoto (Board of Trustees chair), Laurie Hamano (Moderator), Lori Yamashiro 

sharing memories of youth activities held in Hale Ohana, and Don Ikeda (principal contributor) 
participating. The demolition started the following day. 



Memorial Offering 
Dorothy Kusumoto - IMO Ellen  Nagao 
Floyd Uyehara - IMO Mark Uyehara 
Lynn Yamauchi - IMO Doris Fuchikami 

Birthday Offering 
Shirley Yamamoto 
Ruth Gushiken 

Paula Yamamoto 

Thanks Offering 
Mae Au 
Taichi and Katsuko Nomi 
Howard Ishihara

Ohana Ministry 
By Marge Honjiyo

When you pray, remember the following and 
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko 
Bristow-Canfield, Marcia Grimsley (Sheila 
Knutson’s sister), Carol Hamada, Charlene 
Hasegawa, Preston Iha, Howard Ishihara, 
Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Ethel 
Nitta, Amy Nogami, Mary Oshiro, Matthew 
Stucke, and Marie Yoneshige.

Prayer Corner 
By Mary Ann Saito 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.  
          Lamentations 3:22-23 

Dear God, thank you for your steadfast love and 
guidance throughout 2019. As we begin a new 
year, we pray for your blessings of  joy, hope and 
peace. Bless the leaders of our nation and state 
with integrity and wisdom to make decisions that 
benefit all. And as we participate in Next Steps to 
determine what NCC is called to do, empower us 
to act with humility, love and kindness as we 
work together to make decisions. Help us to be 
patient and positive through every change and 
transition. Amen. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can 
help you with, call one of the coordinators: 
Ohana Ministry Coordinators 
Mae Au, 988-4802  
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895 
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062 
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483 
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249
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Special Gifts 
Give thanks to God whose steadfast 

love endures forever!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the 
Prayer Corner by individuals, family 
members or friend.  Please inform the Ohana 
Ministry coordinators if you want your name 
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.
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Wedding Bells! 

 Congratulations to Corbin and Kori (nee Asada) Matsumoto on 
their recent marriage! Kori and Corbin tied the knot on November 10. 
We are so happy for you and wish you many years of marital bliss! 

!  

In Loving Memory 
It is with deep sadness that we remember the life of Doris 

Fuchikami. Doris died on November 26, 2019. A 
celebration of life service will be held at 10:30 a.m., with 

visitation beginning at 9:30 a.m., on Saturday, January 11, 
2020. The service will be held at Nu‘uanu Congregational 
Church and will be officiated by Pastor Wally Ryan Kuroiwa. 

Child/Infant Baptisms 
On December 22 Kaylee Joy Noelani Dodson and Eiji 
Hoonewanewaonalaniolunalilo Lucas Matsumoto were baptized 
into the family of God and NCC’s ohana. Kaylee’s parents are Kai 
Dodson and Darsie Dodson-Ing; sister Kasie; grandparents Darwin 
and Josie Ing and Pamela Dodson. Eiji’s parents are Ian Matsumoto 
and Vania Ito; sister Namie; grandparents Steven and Ann Ito, 
Kimberly Matsumoto and Craig Matsumoto.
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Deadline for Articles 
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly) 

20th of each month. 
NCC News (weekly) 

Wednesday noon.   
Articles will be edited on a 

space available basis.  

Food Drive 
 In keeping with Missions 
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank 
collection is held on the last 
Sunday of every month.  For the 

months of October, we 
collected 63 lbs. of 
assorted food items.  
Our next collection 
will be December  
29,  2019. 
Monetary donations 
accepted, too.  Checks may be 
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational 
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank 
 on the memo line.  Mahalo.

Recycling 
By Wayne Kobayashi 

Bring your items on 
Sunday, Dec. 29 

 Please help our 
volunteers by removing 
caps from bottles, rinsing 
and separating all 
containers.  Only HI-5¢ 
items are accepted. 
 Proceeds go toward 
Hui Malama.

2020 Refreshments 
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up) 

January - Church Council 
February - 
March - 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August - 
September -  
October - 
November - 
December - 

Please dispose all trash into the 
dumpster.  Mahalo!
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January 5  (Another Road): Jer 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 • Ps 147:12-20 or Wisd of Sol 
10:15-21 • Eph 1:3-14 • John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 12 (Possibilities Unfolding): Isa 42:1-9 • Ps 29 • Acts 10:34-43 • Matt 3:13-17 

January 19 (All That We Are):  Isa 349:1-7 • Ps 40:1-11 • 1 Cor 1:1-9 • John 1:29-42 

January 26 (Called Together): Isa 9:1-4 • Ps 27:1, 4-9 • 1 Cor 1:10-18 • Matt 4:12-23 

Address Service Requested

To discontinue receiving the 
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church office at 595-3935 or email:
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net.

Lectionary Readings for January

January 2020
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